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Num s. 23.and 24, 

How goodly are thy Tents, O Facob, andthy;T abernacles, O Iſrael :.; 
 *f-r this hone full of ſilver and geld 1 KT not curſe ; for bowl 
Wy /hall 1 curſe whom God hath not curſed ? Or how ſhall I de whom 708 

ay: the Lord hath not acficd ? 

oY C0 L235 

.. he 1 be abut in the fleſy , yet am 1 With you in the ſovir, 
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'To FE Reader. 


Y defires at this time to know and ta make 
M/ knownto others the form of Govergment and 
MoS order af worſhip uſed in the Church of Scor- 
lard, have bron bebe Gay a 5, wg rol ghe. 
Therc come dal, 

ſome one forma of th 
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then the good unkRown, "i it _ Blick a not in the 
matters of God;, nor when we ſpeak of Malum turpe 
and bonun honeſtum, the evill of finne and the good of 
obedience. Burt as they who travell from the Southto 
the North, loſing the ſight of the one Pole come in 
{1ght of the other, and as "they 20 onthe North Pole 
is clevared to them by degrees : Sois it here, if men 
would once forſake and turn their back upon that 
which they know to be wrong, and would ask the way 
to-Zien with their faces thitherward, the Lord would 
teach themhis way,” 

Imuſ&confefſe that I did give too much ear and audi- 
ence to the miſinformation of many (ſo may | call it 
now after tric imformation)' who ould have made 
 me'tobejicve, - 1:-That rhe true government. of thar 
Church»was” Epiſcopall, and that beſide the'order of 
Epiſcopacy, there: was nothing i in-that Church, but 
diſorder and confufion through the Pariry of their 
Miniſters, 2veii/ id 56: tht all did-ſpeakand no 
man didicar anything of another. 2. That they had 
_ noccrtain ruleor:direQtion for their publike ork; 

but that-every man'following his extemporary fanfic, 

did "yy and pray what ſeemed good 'in his'own 
And 3. (which'was to me an huge rock of 
c) Thavrh&y were eticmies to Kings for tio'other 

chattheyarc Kings : and, out of a defire of 
Anarchy, ; Aid: referre Democracic ro- Monatchicall- 
7OV ent: Greatcrimes' I cannot deny, 'arii much 

red, forthey-are deftroQtive ef Eeclefi: 
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To the Reader, 


was.tago andthe Terminus ad quem, he did not know, 
ſting aſſured that God would ſhew it him. In our 
ownaffairs we may think the evill knownto be better 
then the good unknown; Bur it holdeth not in the 
matters of God, nor when we ſpeak of Malum turpe 
and bonum honeſlum, the evill of finne and the good of 
obedience. But as they who travell from the Southto 
the North, loſing the ftght of the one Pole comein 
{ight of the other, and as they go onthe North Pole 
is clevared to them by degrees: So1s1t here, if men 
would once forſake and turn their back upon that 
which they know to be wrong, and would ask the way 
to Zion with their faces thitherward, the Lord would 
teach themhis way, - A S 
I muſtconfeſſe that I did give too much ear and audi- 
ence to the miſinformation of many (ſo may | call it 
now after trie imformation) who would have made 
me to believe, 1. That the true government. of that 
Church was Epiſcopall, and that beſide the order of 
Epiſcopacy, there was nothing in.that Church, but 
diſorder and confufion through the Parity of their 
Miniſters, / {ve #5 if 50 that all did ſpeak'and no 
man didhear any thing of another. 2. That they had 
no certain rule or' direQion for their publike worſhip, 
but that every man following his extemporary fanfic, 
did preach and pray what ſecmed good in his own 
eyes. And 3. (which was to: me an huge rock of 
offence) That they were enemies to Kings for no'other 
cauſe, but that they'are Kings: and, out of a defire of 
Anarchy, did- preferre Democracic ro: Monarchicall 
Government: Great crimes I can not deny, and much 
to be abhorred, forthey are deſtruRive of aY Ecclefi- 
_ aſticalhand Civile:Ocder, and'do breakboth the ftaves 
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| To the Reader, 
rations and retmonſtrances, and-what is contained' in 
the concluſion of this Treatiſe, cxpreſſe' as' muchre- 
pe& and reverence to' magilſtracy, as any Chriſtian 
Prince will require. Eo CO en oy 
I was alſo ſtrongly drawt to: the liking of that 
Church by the Teftimonies given unto their Refor- 
mation by fome of the moſt famous witneſſes of: this 
A ©, ; | | < 0 
"One is of thar worthy Scottiſh Martyr Mr, George 
This Realm ſhall be illuminate with the light of Chriſts 
Golſpcl, as dlcarly as ever was Realm fince the daycs of the Ap" 
ſtles. The. hauſe of God fhall: be builded 1m it, :yea it ſhall not 
lack (watſoeyer-the enemy imagine to the contrary) the very 
rop-ſtone; the glory of God ſhall evidently. appear, and:ſhill 
once triumphin delvight of Satan, Bur alas, if-rhe peopl-: ſhall 
be-after nathankfull, then fearfpll and tetrible ſhall the plagues 
be that after ſhall follow. Hiſt? of the Chyrch'of Scotland, 
__ TT wo 
EEzAERSTH. OC cc 
Magnum boc Dei munus - | This is a great giftof God, that yoa 
qued una & religionem ps have brought into Scotland, together 
14, & ivnatiar, doarine, viz, pure Religion ar gar order, which 
retinende vinculum, #fFco- is the bond to hold faſt the Do&rine, 
tia po aa Sx obſecro* T heartily proyaad beſtech' for Gods 
& obteſtor bac duo fimul re» fake, Hold faſt theſe rwo, rogerher to, 
$;nete, ut ne amifſo alterrn that you 
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in may remember, that if onc 
din _permanere non poſſe ſem- be loſt, the oth:r cannot long. re+ 
per memimeritss. Sicuz: Epj- main. So Biſhops brought forth po- 
| ſcopi papatum peperernt, ita pery , ſo falſe Bithops, thercliques | 

pſenaoepiſceper papain reli» of popery,ſhall bring intothe world 
quies Epicureiſmn terris in- Epicureiſm, Whoſocyer would have 
velturor:hanc peſtem caveant,, the Church ſafe, let them beware of 
qui ſalvam Ecdleſiam cnpi= this peſt, and ſeeing you have time» 
rort , En quam illam in Scatia ly diſpatched it.in Scotland, I beſecch 
in tempore proflig arte, ue que= you never admit it again, __ it 
| -—=E - tter 
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fo, iEmm Unquam: adimiltas, 
qQuantumvie unttains retinens 
ta ſpec? » que veteres etiam 
optimos multos fefelliz , blan= 
diatur. Bez Epiſt-79 
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To the Reader 
Hatter with ſhew of the prefcrya- 


1 n of uniy, which hath- decei- 
ved many of rhe beſt of the Ai Cis. 


A third of the body of Confefſions of faith, It is: 
therare priviledgeoftheChurch of Srorland before many,in which 


reſpe& her nam21s famonus., even among ftran; 


the ſpace of four and. fifty. years 
without ſchiſme, let be hereſie,” ſhe 
harh kept andholden faft uniry with 


purity. of - do&rine, -. The greateſt 


help of this unity, through the mer-. 


cy of God, was, that with the do- 
ricoch d ſci iplinc of Chriſt andthe 
Apoltles, as It 1s preſcribed in the 
Word of God , was by little 
and little together received , and 
according to that diſcipline fo neer 
as might be, the wholegovernment 
of the Church was diſpoſed. By this 
means all the feeds of ſchilmes and 
errors, {o ſoon as they. began to bud, 
and ſhew themſelves, in the very 


breeding and birth, were {mothered 
and rootedout. The Lord God of his 


infinite goodneſſe grant unto the c/ 


Kings moſt gracious Maieſty, ta = 


he Church,to the 


the rulers of t 
e&rs--that are the Narkers 6 0 


wt Fritin, jt cond vous #l 5 "m 


prozxme Le gue? ſecun= 


"he qua 
rc ng acrerdingte! the Word ſe 


zers., that avout 


Eft ihed Eccles, £ Scotican - 
privilegium rarum pre 14 |= 
'#14,i1 que etiams ejus nomen as 
ud exteros frat celebre , quod: 
circizer annos plus'min - 54+ 
fine ſebiſmate | nedum bereſe 
umtatem com puritate © 
Fringe | ervaverit Of retinue- 
ret;' Hor 


us nnitatis admin i« 
cultm ex . Dei miſericordiz 


maximum fult , quod pants- 


tim tum doftrina , , Chriſtie 


Apoſtolonans diſciplinans, fi 


cnt ex verbo Dei eſt praſeripe 


ta; una fuit recepts, &, quans 


drnm ca 
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| To. the Reader. - | 
formation-we- would not have been ſo unwiſe as to 
make exchange of it with Prelacy,, we would have 
forſaken all things rather then have forſaken ir, It is 
moreftrange that any ſhould have been found amongit 
them at any time to ſpeak or to do againſt their own 
Church: Bur after you haye with 
your realon and winde mad: a g:- que luſtrars., omnium -ſociet 
nerall ſuryey of all ſocictics there 7" J's 09m "s he 
is none more graves moredear then Be) pus off grevior, Ay 34 
thit "which  each-one of us hath my [i TITER ” oy xo Repub, 
with bis Countrey ; Parcnts are- p. 2 11 ean ofeCri ſims 
dear, Children, Friends, familiars fonkihares:. (od ide) 4h 107 1, 
arc dear 3 But our native Countrey jp-=abrth LIE ſee 124 mi 
alone taketh all theſe wichin her {3752 P41744 na Comprexa. 
compalſe , for which” what e5od eſt, pro quaqui dubitet mortem 
" Wi dd , 5 MES RANG. of 's Oppetere , ſt et ſer profyuteru; ? 
nia wonld doubt to die,conld his eft deteBabHior forums ine. 
dark fervcer for good ? Somnch 2g on en mens 
the inore dcteſtable 1s their barba- ſceleve 9 Sineafy 17568 
ity, who tive withall kinde of ej 7s « Irs =; "i ps _ 
wickedncfle tent aſurider their na- relut Ciao oe 1 | fue " 
| haycbcen exerciſed in oycrturning her from the very fcundation. 
If a Patriote ſpoke ſo of his Countrey, a Citizen ſo of 
his Republike, what ſhould the Chriſtian born, bap- 
tized, and bred in Scerland think and ſay,if he havebeen 
borhe there not only tothis mortall,but to thit imnior- 


Sed quum omnia rat:one animo« 


tallandeverlaſting life: No children on carth have 
'— better reaſon to lay, Wee are not aſhamed of. our 
| Mother, and it were to be wiſhed that the laying were 
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_ - To the Reader. 


make the diſtemper greater. It were well for us (and 
no.other- well torus. can 1 ſee) that laying afide our 
high conceit'of our ſclves, and the low efteemef other 
reformed.Churches We would reſolve ro follow them 
as they follow Chriſt, and nor to deſpiſe the govern- 


inſulam Hit incolebant Apna 
cbi Scotice Nations, cum bis 
que ſibi ſubaita erant monaſte« 
rin, adritum paſch#, &:10< YCoScotifh Nation, whe! 

ſure Canmicum, domino pres (4. Yind Hi, with the. 
cafrante, perdutli ſent Ot. Ahd Recrith Wer rhiir "3g 
akerward, Quamirs #vin* yrought titothe riteof obletving 
fattum conftat diſpenſatione pics. Eph. , * 

alum mer dpſainepio. of reg gel bing 
RE Er TRI" Thenoed ringing it ſo te.;paſfe 
mower at ſcientian divine coghti- ; he mY y ; hay {+ + be ? to 
Hlonw,. libenter ac ſine inidss, ... - Hor 7 ES © 6s Wh: 
populo Anglorum communicare AnOtne ve 
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carevit, pſa quoqut pofmodun' \y Wasdoneby thomareeliounic: 
per Gente: Angloram in rs Fentarion of vine merey s; Har 
quam min babuerat, ad pers ccauſc that Nation, who 


N >hadthe 
fel vivendi normam perve« ſcience of divine knowledge, did 
wiret, Bedaeccleſ. hiſt, gentis VWillingly and wichout cnvy com- 
Angl.1.5.c.23, munzcate the ſame to the people of 

England ; that the ſame Nation 
afterward ſhould by the Nation of the Englifb attain unto the 


: perfi&rule of living intheſethings, which they had nothefogc... 
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9 
former charge,this proceſſeis ſpared and his 
tranſlation more / er expede,if there be 
no impediments of another kinde,'” 

Upon the day appoinited for attompliſh- 
ing his eletion, and for his ordination, 
which is in due time made known to the 
Congregation,and agreed upon With then); 
a Faſt is ordained to be kept, with more 
than ordinary ſupplication tor the afſiſtance 
and bleſſing of God, ina-work of ſo'grear 
concertiment: Andoneofthe Paffors of the | 
Presbytery is appointed to preach' to that 
peopleof the mutuall duties of Paſtor and 
people. All which being done, the *pajty, 
(who , during'the time of the exercil&of 
publike worfhip,hath beef fitting ina con- 
[picuous place before the Pulpir, Aceompa- 

: , Li 1 MEG: 
of the Presbytery) is called __ demitnd- 
ed concerning hts willingneffe and dehire to 


ſervetheLord)E $us, forthe oro of that 

people; with other queſtions of that kinde; 

and the people alſo are demanded, whether 

they will receive him for their Paſtor , and 

ſubmit themſelves unto his Miniſtery in'the 

Lord. Both having declared theid -read?. 
A 


nelle 


Io 
veſſe and mutuall conſent, The Miniſter 
cometh from the Pulpit, and with ſo many 
of the Miniſters preſent, as-may convenient- 
ly come ocer, lay their hands upon. his head, 
and:ifh.theNameof ] x 5 us do appoint him 
Fi be. the Paſtor of that. people, praying that 
c 


4 
- 


gm Jes CHAILST , who 1s at the 
right hand of the Father, and.pivethgifts un- 
to, men, he may finde the demonſtration of 
the Spirit, and.che power ad bleſſing of 
Gobi his Miniflery , toche comfort of 
that people Therafter the whole Elderſhip 
give untohim theright hand of fellowſhip. 
And laſt of all, the Miniftec goeth to the 
Pulpit, and;concludeth the whole action 
with. pertinent thapkſgiving and prayers, a 

ung ,;.and the Aſſembly diflolved 
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- By this 1.may appear that.Paſtors or Pres- 
byters are not there admitted at large, with- 
gut aſsignation to a particular flock, like 
Maſtersof Arc,or Do@ors of Phyſick. They 
conceive it to be as prepoſterous for Ordi- 
nation to go before the Eletion of Mini- 
Hers 1n the Gyre ,as it is firſt to Crown a 
King, or loftall aMagiftrate, and thereafter 


1 


tochogſcbim:nextinthe ordination of their 
Miniſters they uſe none of the ridiculous 
toyes, and apiſh conceits of Popery ; but, 
according to the ſimplicity of the Apoſtoli- 
calland ancienChurch;content themſelyes 
with Faſting , Prayer, and Impoſition of 
hands, Prayer , to bring down a blefsing 
upon. the perſon. on whoſe head the hands 
are laid, and-Faſting, ro makethe prayer to 


aſcend the more fervently, = 
T his liberty of Election is in part prejudg- 
cd & hindred by Patronages and Preſentati- 
ons Which are-ſtill.in uſe there, not by the 
rules of their diſcipline, but by tolcration of 
that, w ® they cannot amend, in the mean 
time Proc uring, that.inthe-caſe of:pr elcnta- 
tions by Patrons,theexamination andiryall 
by the Presbytery,is ſtill the ſame. The Can- 
gregation, where he whois; preſented is to 
ſerve, is called, if they.haveought;oobj;& 
againſthis DoErine or life, after they have 
heard him, or that their copſentmay behad, 
And if he be found Rew:ambirus,or to have 
gone 4bLut ro procure a preſentation, he is 
repelled, & ceclared incapable of chat place, 
No Paſtor may thruft him({clf upon a 
ES 2: _ flock, 


12 
flock; noraſter his entry; deferthioecherpe;or 
removehinſt|Fro-anottve'Conprepation at 


his ownpleaſurs. The Deſitters'!if any be, 


4 


are 'ppomed trobendmonifhed,andin caſe 
of 6bſtinacy; tobe Exvominenibaced,” If a 
Miniſter; upon lavwfuil and urgent cauſes, 
defite toremove from oneCongregation to 
avother orifa Mitifteribeealled oanother 
Conbriepativiiiorwwhithheis morefit; or 
be called forth upon-grave confiderations 
forſome publike employment , tending to 
th&66tnrbn benefit ofebe Church; This is 
not dohe'by private tranſaGfion, and parti. 
calar agreemetit'of Miniſters' and Conpre- 
ations, but by the wifedom and authority 
of 'the PiesBytetics or Aﬀlemblies' of the 
Church; Nor is it'd6hie by them, but upon. 
ſuch reaſons as ſhonld moye that Church, 
wherein for the preſent heminiſtreth;, 'to 
Svc her conſent?? for. whole ſtpplyallo; 6d: 
thera convenienteontſeis preſentlytaken ;Or 
the way of ſupply'is feen tobe cate; 

The Miniſter thitts removed from 'one 
Church to anethts, receiveth no new ordi- 

nation, but by vertne of his firſt ordination 
| he ſepveth inthe place, unto' which he is 
YE 5c called 


called and elefted : Only at his admiſſion 
oneoF the Presbytery, whois appoiated tg 
preach of the duty of Paſtors and people, 
andto pray for a b'effing, recommendeth 
him rothe Congregation, who have befote 
declared their willingneſle and defire to re- 
ceive him, and the'Congregation to his care 


and fideiity, And the Paſtor, iF any be, to- 
gether with the Elders, with whoin he fit- 
ceth beforethe Pulpit,take him by the hand. 

Paſtors and Mjojſters of che Word, 
throughold age ficknelle, orothecinfirmi- 
ticbeing diſabled to bear o and: 
diſcharge the duty of their Paſtora| charge, 
Do natwithfſta ad g ftiltretaid'the hotiour 
of their office, atid cortifort of maintenance 
duting their lifetime, And they per forming 
whatthey are able jnteaching,vovernmeayx, 
viſication and catechiſity, others atejqyned 

eh 1D ot MLGCLEES WO TILT: Oi; HONG: 
voith thetn by the Pleeiyiety , 46d Woh 
the conſear of the people to be their fellow 
labourers ,and to Rn No the main ch ar 'Y 


The ſame courſe of eſe&ion and adm if - 
on for ſubſtance, and in form.accordingto 


. 


the nature of their offfce, is obſeryeUin'the 
calling of other Officers, as Rulihy Elders, 
. C. 3 and 


14 
and Deacons ; Atthe beginning, and where 
there be none, the Paſtor, RE) thegraveſt, 
holieſt, and thoſe of the ſoundeft judge- 
meat, and b-ſt affection to Religion, do 
chooſe them with the conſeat of the reſt of 
the people. And where particular Elder- 
ſhips are already conſtitute, the Paſtor and 
the Elders who are now in office,do chooſe 
ſuch'as are to ſucceed thoſe who are remo-. 
yed by death, or any other way, or by vicil- 
ſfitude are to relieve ſuch as are now in 


place; Andthat the eleftion of one or moe 


at firſt, or afterward may proceed with the 
conſeat of the people, their names are pub- 
liſhed and. made known to the congregati- 
on by the Paſtors, tharif ought may be ob- 
jeRed again'?t any of them , why they may 
not be received tothe office of an Elder or 
Deacon, it may. becxamined, and, if it be 
found . important, others may be choſen. 
When the day. of their admiſſion cometh, 
thePaſtor having fram'd his doctrine to the 


Cd 
» 


urpole, callech them up, and remembring 
bal them of rheir duty inthcir charge, and 
the people of, their ſubmitting themſelves 
unco them, they ar ſolemnly received with 


lifted 


—— 
lifted Hwa ; giving their promiſes tobe 
ET SD TRd Bae. 

[1L The &/charge of their quties in par. 

ticular, and firſt of the Paſtor. 
I. The order kept in Preaching, : 

T-ie Paſtor is bound to teach the Word of 
* God inſcaſon and'out 'of ſeafon;, and. 
beſide all occaſionall; and week day Ser- 
mons, which-in Cities and Toyynes uſe to 
be at leaſt rwo - dayes' eyery week, The 
Congregation doth affemble twice on the 
Eords day, and for this end notice is-givett 
of thetime by the ſound of a Bell.When ſo 
many of all-forts, men and women, 'ma-' 
ſters and ſervants, young and old, asfhall 
meet together, areafſembled, The publike 
worſhip beginneth withprayer, and read- 
ing ſome portion of holy Seriprure both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, which the 
_ people hear with attention and reverence, 
and after reading,the whole Congreoation 
joyneth rh ſinging ſome P/alm.” This read: 
ing and ſinging do continuertill che Preach. 
ing begin ; At which time the Miniſter 
having prefaced'alittle for quickening and. 
; lifcing 
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lifcing up the hearts'of, the people, firſtma, 

keth a prayer for remiſſion of fin, SanRiki. 
cation, and all things.needfull, joyning alſo 
confaſton of ſis, Ind thanklyiving, wi 

ſpeciall r&ation to the hearets, Aﬀter which, 
in the forenoon is another 'P/alm, and after 
the 'P/alm a prayer for a bleſſing upon the 
nreachingot the Word.,, His Textis ordjna- 


m— « 


nly.ſome part of that Book of Canonicall 
Scripture, which in his judgement hecon- 
ceiveth to be fitteſt, for the times, andthe: 
Tal of. his Hock. The Do@rine-de- 
uced,is explained and confirmed by, Scrip- 
, methode, manner, andexpreſhon-as. 
aymoſtedifie che hearers. EE :. 
_ After, Sermon hepraiſeth God, and pray- 
eth agaih for 2leſing, joyoing carneſt petj- 
tions far the Church Vniverlall, and for the 
coming of the. Kingdom of Chriſt, for all 
the af Red Churches, for the Churches in 
bis M3*:Dominions,fortheChurch of Scat- 
land, Miniftery and Peopje, for theKing;tbe 
Queen, the Prince, and their-whole Royall 
Progeny, for allthemembers of that parti- 
cular Congregation , as well abſent in their 
WE __Tawfull 
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17 
_ lawfullaffairs as preſent, forall thatare affli- 
ed amongthem in body, minde or means. 
The prayer ended, aP/alm is ſung, and the 
people diſmiſſed with a bleſhng. 

In the afternoon either the ſame order in all 
things almoſt, is followed in performing the 
parts of publike worſhip, or ſome part of 'the 
 Eatechilme is expounded, and thereafter ſo 
' much time as may be ſpared is beſtowed in 
Catechifing ſome part of the Pariſh warned 
particularly to attend, 

Beſide the publike means they have other 
three helps for edification, one is arr ordinary 
courſe of Catechiſing 'on ſuch dayes of the 
week, as are judged to befitreſt by the Paſtor, 
and Elderſhip.. Another is the viſitation of 
families by che Paſtors, and the Elders each 
one in his own quarter, for trying the man- 
ners of the people, whether they walk wor- 
thy of the Goſpel, for ſetting, and holding up 
religious exerciſe in families. And that the 
Paſtor from his particular knowledge of the 
flock committed to him, may apply bls do- 
arine, and pray the morepettinently in/pub- 
like. Thethird is, Examination of all ſorts of 
perſons, who are not known to have ſome 
good meaſure of knowledge, before: the 

X D Com- 
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Communion, All theſe parts of the Midftery 
'tn-poblike -and private are: perfarmed more 
dilipently, or :nepligently; according to'the 

_ faithfulneſſeor innfaichfulneſſe of :ithe Mini- 

| Rer, 3vho-thathrkccording) to hisavork, his 

-prafſe.p'or:Tenfure at the- vifieandn - of the 

Qhowds;bcke oreatef Presbyteryuc; - 

No Miniſter there, is ſuffered tobean#n- 

reFdenit, or to-;have: the 1cbarge iof more 

Churches; But if rwo-frmaall-dontifjuous: Pa- 

riſhes be united by the aſſembly, to:make up 

acompetentcongregation,tic Preachethfome- 
tire in the-one, and/ſometime' in the other 

- Church, as the people: dordefire, andthe El 


yu 


detſhip doth direct. 
2, Theorder of Baptiſme, 
© other but-the Paſtor, .who;preacheth 
'the Word hath thepower of the Miniftra- 
tion of the Sacraments;And'concerning Bap- 
'riſme it uſeth notto be haſtened before ſome 
»day'of. thepublike meeting of the Congrega. 
2tioh., nordefayed after,but upon neceſſary im. 
- pediments;, and is never miniſtred in.private 
houfes, Notice 1s given thereof jn due time to 
. the-Paſtor;and that by the Father of the child, 
"if:hebe not juſtly hindered,that a word may 
be ſpoken tohim in ſeaſon, 
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After Soren onthe-week-dayes, and; aſter: 
Sermoniin the:afrernoon, onthe Lords: day, . 
The Paſtor remaining in the ſame place,.! 
where he hath Proached, and having waterin 
a large Baſin provided, with a fair Linnen- 
cloth, in a.convenient place, apdin adecens 
manner-; The Father, or in his, neceſſary,ab- 
ſence, ſome other man, who1s reputed godly, 
preſenterh the child to be Baptized 

The actions Dag with aſhore and per. 
tinent prayer,next, ſome words of inſtruftian 
touching the Author, nature, uſe, and cnd of 
this Sacrament, the duties to be performed, in 
the one time;of the perſon to be Baptized;and. 
of the parent or viceparent, Thirdly, he that 
preſenteth, the childe, maketh confeſſion, of 
the Faith, into which the childe 1s to.be Bap- 
tized, and promilcrh to, bring up the childein 
that Faith, and.in the fear of God: Fourthly,. 
the Miniſter being informed of. the.name_ of: 
the childe, Baptizeth the chil.le.ſp named, by 
ſpriakling with water , Into the name of the 
Father, Son, and boly,Ghoſt. Laſtly, the Minis. 
ſter concludeth,as well the publike worſhip, 
for-that timac, as theaRion, with thankſgiving | 
for the Word, and Sacraments, and with 
prayer for a blefling, and with {ach Petitions, 

D 2 as 


20 | 
as he uſeth at other times after Sermon, and in 
end diſmifſeth, the Congregation with the 
blefling, 62 625 8 | 

3. The order of my Communion, 

or the Lords Onpper, 

'He Sacrament of the Lords Supper , is 
more frequently miniſtred in ſome Con- 
pregations, then in other , according' to the 
number of the Communicants,and the Profi- 
ciency of the People in the way of Chriſt,and 
in ſome places upon one Sabbath, in other pla- - 
ces upon two, or three Sabbaths, as it may be ' 
done moſt conveniently, which is determi- 
ned by the Miniſter, and Elderſhip of the 
Church. | : #7 

None are admited,to the Lords Supper;but 
ſuch as upon examination are found to have 
a competent meaſure of knowledge in the 
grounds of Chiiſtian Religion,. and'the-do- 
Arine of the Sacraments; and are able accor- 
ding to the Apoſtles Commandement, and 
profeſſe themlelves willing, to examine them- 
ſelves , and to renew their Covenant made 
with God in Baptiſme, promiling to walk as 
beſeemeth Chriſtians , and to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to all the Ordinances of Chriſt, The 
ipnorant, the Scandalous, the obſtinate, and 
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ſuch as are under Cenſure, or publike admo- 
nition inthe way to cenſure,are not admitted, - 
Neither are ſtrangers received, but upon ſuf- 
ficient teſtimony, or otherwiſe be yery well 

known. 
The Sabbath day next before the Commu- 
nion. ſhall be celebrated, publike warning 
thereof is made by the Paſtor, arid of the'do- 
Arine of preparation, to be taught the laſt day 
of the week, or at leaft roward: the end of 
the weck, That the Communicants may be 
the better prepared, by the uſe of the means, 
both in-private and publik. _ - 

Upon the day of the Communion (notice 

being given after the dotrine of preparation, 
of the houres of meeting, which uſeth to be 
before the ordinary time obſerved other Sab- 
| baths) a large Table decently coyered, is ſo 
placed, as that the Communicants may beſt 
fit about it, and the whole Congregation, 

may both hear and behold. | 
| The Preface, prayers, and preaching of that 


_ day, areall framed to the preſent matter of the 


Sacrament, and the duties of the receivers ; at- 
ter Sermon immediatly the Paſtor uſeth. 
an exhortation , and debarreth from the Ta- 
ble all ignorant, prophane , and ſcandalous 
= D 3 perſons, 


"Yn 
perlans his jr ; gocth- fromthe 
Pulpit,. and.litterh, dawn with the peqple ac 
the: Fable, ywhersthe bread ſanding -befoge- 


4Y 


higingiear Baſins fitly prepared farbreaking: 
and diſtribution, and the wine in large Cups 
in;like manper,, he firl. rcadeth., and ſhortly 
exgoundeth, the wwords of Inſticution, ſhew- 
ingthe nature, ule 3 and end of the OAcr amecne, 
and.theduties of the Commynicants,; nexthe 
uſcth aprayer, wherein he both giveth thanks, 
elpecially forthe Ineftimablc bench of Re- 
demprion,and for the. means of the Word and 
Sacraments , particulazly, of this. Sacrament, 
and prayeth: carneſtly to. God for his power- 
full preſence, and «fiecuall working, to, ac- 
pmpany! his own Ordinance, to.the comfort 


of his Poggee now to communicate. 


The Elements thus, being SanRfied by the: 


ba % 


Ward.and Prayer, the Miniſter Sacramencally 
breakth the bread, taketh and eateth hinalelf; 
and delivereth co thepeople, ſitting in decent 
and reverent manner. about the Table, bur 
withouz difference. of degrees, ar acceptions of 
perſons ; theſe that are neereft the Miniſter, 
having received the bread , do divide itfrom 
hand to. hand amongſt themſelves ; when the 
Miniſter deliyereth the bread, according to 


the 


| | 23 
the coitiaaindmenrand example of Chriſt, he 
conrmalhndeth the people to take writ} ear, fay- 
ip; Tee, -eat 37; this is the Body of "the Lord, 
which tbrokenfor 3 #1: Dot in remembrance of 
him. After all at0the Table have taken and 
eaten: HENPailter rakethithe Ctip,ahd drink. 
ing fir@birafelf "tie piverhic te theneerelt;ſay- 
ing, This (4p 'i?the' New "Teframent.in the Blood 
of the"L6p4 Feſws, hich is ſhet for many , for the 
remifonmof *fins Wink ye allvf<t, for often 
ye do eat thu Bread , and drink this Crp-,'ye do 
Thew the' Lords: death tillbetome, All this' time 
the Elders, in a'competetit number; #Y/ih 'a 
graveand revertat witinhtr, do #trerd/&bout 
the T#ble - thatall who arcadinitretto rhe 
'Table, may have the bread and wineit their 
ovirphace arid 6rdcr-of fitting 5 the Mibiſter 
allo; conifiving inli&pHce, aftdrithe SRI 
of 'the Elements , doth either bby bi 
ſpeech ſtir up the Communicantsts Spiticu- 
all meditations of faith, of the (great ave of 
God in'Chriſt | and of the Pahoniof Chriſt, 
and to holy affections of love , Joy, godly for. 
row; thankfulneſſe,and whatſoever may con- 
cern them atthattime, -or-cauſeth beiread the - 
hiſtory of the Paſſion, or ſbrae otherpat t of 
Scri DO, Which acl ; work thefame fe. 
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 Aﬀeet all at the Table haye received the 
Cup, they riſe from the Table; and return, in a 
quiet manner, to their places , another com- 
pany cometh to the Table, and ſo athird and 
a fourth,tilall have received in the ſame man- 
ner as thefirſt , during which time .of remo- 
ving of the one,and approaching ofthe other, 
the whole Congregation ſingeth ſome part of 
a Palm, touchingthe Paſſion, ortheloveand 
kindeneffe of God to his people, as Þ/al. 22,0r 
103, &c, | CE as 
After the laſt company hath received , the 
Miniſter rifing-from the Table , goeh to the. 
Pulpit, where, after a ſhort ſpeech ,. cending_ 
ro thankſpiving., he doth againe ſolemnely 
give thankes unto God for ſo great a mercy, 
and praycth as on other Sabbaths; The prayer 
_ ended, all joyn in ſinging a Plalm of praiſe, 
ſutable to, the occafion, and are diſmiſſed 
with the bleſſing, before which none are to 

depart, unlefle in caſe of neceſsity. | 
The Communion being thus celebrated in 
the forenoorthe people meet again in the af- 
ternoon, at which time,the Miniſter teacheth 
the Doctrine of thankſgiving,and cloſeth the 
pablike and ſolemn worſhip of that day;from 
which the people uſe to depart, refreſkred m_ 
the 
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do preſſe orrequite, 33 gels eve: moſt fo 
:nded,and may beſt ply. lrg ceopporme, 
and ge: lirics of. {-0Dgregation.!: . 
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| arckeptholy untothe Lordin the nature of an Ex- 
with abſtinence from mear 


wn Sabbath, ' D 
and drink, from delights and worldly labours, 
with the exerciſes of _— the Law , plain 
preaching, interpretation, and particular applicati- 
on, deep humiliation, and renting of the heart for 
ſin, large, and hearty confelsions of fin, fervent ſup. 
plications, and earneſt ſeeking of God, by prayer 
for pardon, wich ſinging of penitentiall Pſalms , 
after which they have many times, found wonder- 
full deliverances, and extraordinary bleſſings from 


Heaven, 
 $, The order of marriage. 

A Lthough marriage be no Sacrament, nor part 

of the Worſhip of God, yerthey conceive that 

the Matrimoniall conjun@ion of Chriftians, and 

members of the Church is moſt conveniently ſo- 

ſtruionout'of Gods'Word, of the laſtirution, uſe, 
of the duties of married 


ing by the Miniſter, and 


perſons, and with blefsin 
rayers of-the Church. 


with the hurch. 
panties are contrafted before they be marri- 
| before they be 
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ed beforetoany other patty, 

bited ; The contra and purpoſe. of 
alſo publiſhed , three ſeyerall Sabbaths 
ſame be ſolemnized , and if there ben 
Red to hinder their marriage,then are they 
ly married, in the face of the Congregation, before 
the ending of 40 dayes from the time of the con. 
tract. 


6. The Orderof Buriall of the dead. 

T Hough Buriall be no part of the Worſhip of 

God, nor of the work of the Miniſtry, yetthey 
think meet that an haneft and competent number 
of Chriſtians, accompany che Chriſtian friends of 
the dead untothe Grave, that they may confer and 
comfort one another by the way, andtoſeethe Bu- 
riall done in a;grave and decent manner, remem- 
bring thar fin jsthe cauſe of death, that Chriſt hath 
overcome death- andthegrave, and that they who 
dic in the Lord,ſhall riſeagain to life everlaſting. 
_ Their Burials are without finging or reading, | 
i whichthefupcarſtitious do conceive to. be profica- F 
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Y fition, af tedd'eo Bartery;makethe 
are moſtprefiedby4uch 4s do lealt repard Sermons 
at other tirnes; ahd Without Fealting, with affecate 
ſhews of tourting, and any further pomp or Ce- 


remony, than civill differencesand reſpe&s do-rc- 


\ 


They conceive, for many reaſons, that the pla- 
ces of the afſernbling of the people forthe Word and 
Sacraments , otight-nort to-be-places of 'Buriall, 
which is therefore forbidden, and,for the moit-parr, 
is forboraio tharKingdom, | 

be kept, of thenames 


_ Regiſters are ordained to 
and titnes'of-all that are baptized , of allthart. ate 
married, and all that are married. 4 


TJ He Church of Scotland hath had no other :D0- 
* &ors , but Maſters and Profeſſors of Divinity, 


in Univerſities and Colledpes, of which, ſome uſe 
to be choſen to be Elders of particular Churches, 
and Commiſhoners to the Nationall Aﬀembly,and 
belides theſe the Teachers of more private and par- - 
ticular Schools. WS 
They uſe to be examined and tried, both in their 
learning, and life, by the Presbitery,andcheir cage 
is not Only to vogue their {chollers in humaneli- 
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ſation and pood mantets, but ehevially in the 
Grounds of Chriſtian Religion , by way of Ca- 
techiſme. 

Asthe Dotors of Coliedges do keep the mee- 
tings of the Presbitery,and by courſe do propheſie, 
or make the exerciſe with the Miniſters, ſo alfo do 
the maſters of private$chooles for thegreater pare 
of them, who thereforeare apart of the Seminatie 
of the publike Miniſtery, are nurnbrediamong the 
cxpeRanrs, how ſoon'they areenabled,to entet-up- 
on theexerciſe,andſometritnes are imployed by 
Miniſters to helpthem;in teaching and Gurechiing 
of the people. - 

The Univerſities allo uſe tO beviſited: by Com- 
miffioters delegaed from the Nationall afferbly 
chat there be nothing raught'by the Profeſſors and 
Doors, but whit js-ſound and'conſonant to the 
confeſſion of faith, and the received doftri &', anc 
_ orderof the Church; attd to ſee that” both-Maſters, 
and: Schollers dotheir ditties diligently; *efpecially 
that theirbe no ſcanidall nor corraprione 
In like maner the more private ſchooles,-2 | 
by the Presbiterics, pore ſchollers of- gooe tres 
aridexpeRation are provided ina great part of their 
manitenance, by places of the foundation of 'Col- 
ledges, which are appointed by the Founders ,. or. 
Reformers, for that ule, and others are maintaine?, 


by Comtiburion of particular Churches within e e: , | 


I -Prechivety which the Paſtor or 'Elde bringeth 


mo | 
unto them, ſoſoone as they are choſen by the Pres- 
bitery. | 


V. Of Elders and their Office. 
*He Calling, Ele&tion, and admiſſion of Elders 
is before ſpoken of, The number of Elders in 
_ every Pariſh is not definit, bur doth vary according 
to the number,and neceſlicy of the people; In ſome 
pariſhes 6, in ſome 10, or 12, &c. 
| Such are choſen to be Elders as come neereſt to 
the gifts,and qualities required, by the Apoſtle, and 
after they are choſen, are at all occaſions exhorted 
by the Paſtor to be.cnſamples to the flock, and to 
 watchoverthem faithfully, againſt all corruptions, 
in religion andlife. And as the Paſtor ſhould bee 
diligent in tcaching and ſowingthe ſeed, fo arethe 
Elders deſired to be carcfull in ſeeing and ſeeking 
the fruits in the people. 
The Elders do attend with the Paſtor in Chate- 
chiling the poopie afhſt bim [n viſitiog the ſick, 
1n admoniſhing all men of their duty , and if any 
will not heare them, they bring the diſobedicar be- 
fore the Elderſhip; In cauſing theaRts of the allem- 
blies, as well particular as generall, to be pur in 
execution ; Bur a principallpart of their duty is to 
joyne alwayes, with the Paſtor in the particular El- 
derſhip,and. in the other aſſemblies of the Church, 
they ſhall be called , for exerciſing of diſcipline, 
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VI. Of the Deacons and their Office. 


Hat maner of perfons the Deacons ought to 
V be,the Scripture is plain,and ſuch they make 
choile of as are ſo qualified, fo far as may be; The 
forme of their cleEtion is before expreſſed. Their 
number muſt be conſideredof, according to the 
number of the poore,, and the proportion of the 
Congregation,as we ſpake before, of the Elders. 
Their maiove dury,is to colleR, receive, and diftri- 
burte, not onely the almes , for the poore, but the 
whole Ecclefiaſticall goods,which are-not affigned 
ppointed, for the maintenance of particular 


and a 
- Theſe duties they muſt performe ,” at the dl(- 


cretion and by the appointment of the Paſtor, and 
Elders , for which cauſe, and not for government, 
they are to be preſent at the ordinary meetings of 
the Elderſhip. | ” 

The meanes for the maintenance of the poore 
are colleted,by the Deacons, the firſt day of the 
verke, and other dayes of the publike afſembling 
of be poopie tothe worſhip of God, at theentry of 
the Church. Andifthis prove not a competency, 
then do the people cither bring in their Charity, on 
tach dayes as are appointed by the Elderſhip, or are 
willing to be taxed Z according as they ins ih. judg- 
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this order hath been carefully obſerved , none have 
been ſuffere | to beg,and none bave lacked. 
Their Miniſters, beſide their Gleab and Manſe, 
 areall provided to certaine, and the moſt part, to 
eampecrent tipends, which are paideither in viQu- 
llor moneys,orin both: And if the charge of their 
family be grear, and their children put to Schooles 
or Calledges, they arc belped, and ſupplied by the 
charity of the-people, which uſerh alſo ro be exten- 
ded., if need be, toward their, widows and Or. 
phancs;aftertbeir deceaſe, of vwwhich the whole El- 


. ' 


- Every pariſh almoſthach ſame tack for the re- 
iefe of ftrabgers,and far ſupply of the exrraordina- 
ry neceſlitics,of their owne poore : Hoſpitalls haye 
their qvvnc rents, and the ppblike buildings of the 
Chureb; are upholden,bycheParran, and the Free: 
icrs af the Pariſh; unto which af any be ynwil- 
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hog, he is conſtrained by Layy co pay bis propor: 
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es rayer: Pr nceth Fackers robe trea- 
ted; pages po bedebated ifneed bee, 
in an orderly way,! 'thatallmay be heard, and 
none interrupted , unleffe he ſpeak.too muck; 
gathereth the voices, which are noted by the 
Clerk; and: pronoangeth the ſenteaice ,. or if 
there be an equality, remitteth it to the greater 
Presbyterie; each ofthem hath a Clerk , ora 
\Notarys/and. a Regiſter of all things debared 
anddone bytbem!, efpecratly of ſuch matters 
asmay beof furyreuſe. 
me of theſe afſemblies;, from the leaſt to 
the greateſt are tortreatof matters pertaining to 
thecivillJucifdiction and'Magiſtrate , but on- 
ly. of matters Spuitualland ror iaſticall, that 
the dotrineandworſhip maybe kept in puri- 
ty, all things, pan y,an iorder, 
inthe particular Churches, gl that all the 
- imembers of the:C hutches ny” walke wor- 
thyaftheGolpe]l. 
| Thelelſerand infenour FRY is fabiordi: 
naje tothefup rlourand greater, Fi thatif any 
_ prifonl, hallithink himfelfe wrotiged or 
rl, by the: a 1ng- the infe- 
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riour aſſembly, it is lawfullforhim to ſeck 5: 
 lefe of the greater, providing, itbe done in av 


humble and peaceable way , and inther ight 
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either it cannotbe ferled difordetly de 
by them, or ſome complaint arife. And im that 
caſe, ſo faras may ſtand with truthand peace, 
the' greater -affemblic is catefullto preſervethe 
power and authoritie of the leſſer ; and there- 
fore matters belonging to:inferiouraſſemblices 
are:commonly Temired -unto them by the 
greater. = = 
| There;one Church were it never fo great, 
hath notauthoritc overanother., nor 151t go- 
verned by.any extrinfecall power ; but allthe' 
particular Churches arc of cquall power and 

ſclves avid ther owne' iatriaſecall: power, an 


© wy un 


nl eh. "of. yan '0n neMiniſets 
5 fo _ i6mbember axthe = 


ned anedinithe etal," 
- The Deprine: are alivayes. Pn whe 
may” tr : ti adine OE * $0 
the! 6s. wy may: <onſai and reccinedire 
TÞ-ICIFt cirfupply. |: TDA ICE | 
of heriniſdet the pariſhriqalhvayexmode- 
raor' of this Mecting;;and ifebterebe moe Mi- 
miſtets thenone;the moderator is either choſen 
ox\they dow. modenate.-by;courſt , »proyiding 
that none bee moderator while any -matter.1s 
treated,which conceracth hisown: particular. 
Eh: matters: treated: by this clderfhip,, ; ard 
ſuch. particulars: as Congerne -the wor ſhip-of 
God unthatChurch zas obs __ ofthe week 
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perſons , | and brio vchemtt to pr 
io thegpeamrallmblics: "Sari o 


and Cuncllablrgicatar hdiows, orif the ad 
nts. addeiobſtinanegndimperiny 
their fault. then are they watned:to appery be. 
fore thegreater Presbyteviethere to reccivetor- 
der for theircenſtire} br to: ei ſemhothe again 
ww giveflatisfabon;ortontaketheir reÞerit tC 
an: _ owner Church: where: they havegiven 
offence; a and where the-fauk Was, coiriinitted : 
For exam ple, a mant 

louſlie wh a woman , both hinted = 


{mgle- -Þexions., 45: firbadrmoniſhed and rebu- 
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the rſhup, rough to the ſenſe and « cOn- 
ſeſſion of. hisfaul, rand on aincdto make his 
ICC ACC ord ut i ante 


1hna Te rodter 
Pres ebliegre ao matedr 1s ed ,andeitheP 
he p omiſcth to-give gbedience to his owne 
|derſhip, or in; caſe of cbatinnet{obRinacie, 
| the cenſures' of the: Church: [ren againſt 
him. -But-if-there bee a ſcandall of: adulteric 
or, murder, the nojfeand ſcandal whereof is 
far i{pread;-and. Rllethiall mens carcesroind a- 
bout, the parties are brought þ beforethe greater 
Presby! teric, and the particularBlderſhip doth 
before-prepare the partes: for their ER: 
before the Presbyterte; + 
The fame faults which are brought before. 
ie particular orgreaterPresbytery iran ecele- 
faaſticall way, are allo puniſhed: by thecivill 
maguſtrate, and the pecuniall.r mul& or penalty 
is given:to the- Deacons: to-bee kept in the 
Chuych qraſurefor the benefit of the yrovee re; or 
other PIOUS. uſes. 
Nothing uſethto Vage done by the keſſw'o or 
er. citesby hy —— the: '--- 1 


Wordigu ie: cmtinny of: binjller 
| bringing them to jou repentancc;: barat- 
cording 0'theiſeelecho86 Fabio Churohy and 
with expreflc- or tacite-conſeht of. the-congre- 
gation, and.f therqiegny newemergents tha 
_ cauſedoubtigor hiehzation,, thoimattet inve- 
muted tothe _ allemblics of the OM 
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1 IT. Thet Order f Bxcomponieio. 


1h baptized perſons, wha chiy come 
Ao age:and; dif £cttoR |, _arg.:aot iadmit- 
ted to the, Lads, table; p) ſuehiondy; as 
cither upon. examinaticin arc found: to-bavea 
competent meaſure of knowledge intheprin- | 
ciplesof Re gion, idoe'profeſlc thati they: ace 
belgevers anddoelive unblameably, ' or com- 
ming from another Cangregation , bring with 
them ſaffigient teſhanparerthat- they beyiareduch, 
or areotherwiſe well knowneand- -approvee. 

The Miniſter and Elders uſe all means in. 
priygle, andpublickrobring, altorhens within 
the pariſhio knowltdge and ,ond hbohnafſc of 
life,that they tnay be fitted fopthe LordsFal 

_- Buvthis romedmilioacot Communionis | 
one, thinks; af 6entorymardenitehyao 
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ſhip is to proceed againſt him with the cen. 
ſures of the Church even to excommuni- 
cation, 
T he matter betng thus h:ard knowne and 
- Judged, and the whole proceſſe reviſcd by the 
ercater presbytery, the next Sabbath without 
delay, the treſpaſſc andorder of admonitions 
arcdeclared tothe Congregation, and the per- 
ſon without ſpecification of his name, admo- 
niſhed yet to fatishe ; Which if he (till refuſe 
to doe, the next Sabbath his name with his 
offence and contempt , are publiſhed, ifhe 
yet continue obſtinate, then thenext, which 
is the third Sabbath, is he charged publickly 
to ſatisfie forhis offenceand concempreunder 
the paine of excommunication. f now he 
ofter himſelfe to the particular Presbyrerie; 
then do they ac theappomtment of the Pres- 
byterie,give order for his publick repentance, 
* removing of the andall , and his recon- 
cilement tothe Church , otherwiſe the Mi- 
niſter proceedeth mm this ord: r. Et 
The Sabbath after the third publick ad- 
monition , the Miniſter with conſent of the 
E1derſhip, 1s ro make knowne to the Congre- 
gation that ſuch a perſon 1s tobe excommu- 
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(42) 
nicated , warning all thathaveany thing to 
obje& again(Lir, that they appeare che next 
ſeſſion day : And for the preſent., thar the 
whole Congregation powre forth their ſup- 
plicatioj2s, that God would granthim repen- 
rance, and to come out of the ſnare of thede- 
vill. Ifnothing beobjected, or ifnone for him 
witnefle any appearanceof repentance, then is 
the danger of the perſon , and the weight of 
the ſentencelaid open the next Sabbath, and 
he the ſecondtimeprayed for publickly. If at 
laft upon the next Sabbath theeebe no figne 
of repentance, then is he prated for the third 
time, and there being no meaneunaflaied nor 
remedy left toreclaime him , heeisfrucken 
with the terrible ſentence of-excommunicati- 
on, with calling upon the Name of God to 
rarifie the ſentence 1n Heaven, andthe people 
warned to hold him asanHeatheri, or a Pub- 
lican, andtoſhunallcommunion with him, 
exCePt in naturall and civill duties to be (till 
performed by fuch as are bound. 12 is to bee 
underſtood , chat where the' crimes are ſuch 
that they cry to the heavens for reyenge, 
walte the conſcience, and by the law of 
| God. deſerve death, and the tranſgreflor cer- 
= : ma tainly 


(43) 
tainly knowne, the proceſſe may be more 
ſummane,6 excommunication more haſtned; 
as on the other part of abſolution, the time 
would be longer, and the triall of repentance 
more exact. EE, | 
Afterexcommunication, he is permitted to 
come to the preaching of the Word, yet ſo as 
it may appearc that he Commeth as one not 
having communion with the Church, Net- 
ther is he debarred from private counſel], in- 
ftruCtion, admonition, and prayer, thatin 
end his ſpirit may be ſaved. Ifafrer excommu- 
nication the Elderſhip finde the ſignes of re- 
pentance , as the good life and behaviour of 
the excommunicate,declaration of the priefe 
of his heart, and his humble ſubmiſſion tothe 
order of the Church , inall things that may 
xeconcile htm toGod and his people, they 
ſhall with joy of heart make it knowne co the 
Congrepation by the Miniſter,thatthey may 
alfo have joy over —_— repentiny : or 
if they have ought teFb ject againſt the :ruth 
of his repenrance, they may g1venoricethere- 
of ar che nexr meeting of the Elderſhip,whe.c 
if nothing be alleaged againſthim , after he 
hath obeyd the injunRions of the Eldecſhip 
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(449 
for his further humiliationand the better try- 
all of his repentance, he 1s cither brough: be- 
fore the gregter Presbyterie, asall other peni- | 
rents for great Crimes, or by relation from his. 
owne Elderſhip , 15 to give them ſatisfaction 
in the [1gnes of his repentance that he may be 
abſolved. 

Asall publick penutents are received,fo is the 
excomunicate abſolved 1n the face of the con- 
gregation, before whom being brought by the 
Elders at the time appointed, he maketh free 
confeſhon of his ſtnne and mourneth for it, 
cryeth to God for mercie, ſeeketh tobe recon- 
ciſed to the Church and promiſeth new obe- 
dience; with which all being ſatisfied and w1l- 
ling to receive him into their common and 
mutuall conſolation , the Miniſter who 
preacheth for that time pronouunceth him up- 
on his repentance to bee abſolved in the 
Name of Chriſt from his ſinne, and free of the 
cenſurs of the Church,and have right through 
faith to Chriſt and is benefits and ordi- 
nances, praiſing Cod for his grace, and pray- 
ing that he may befully accepted to his favour, 
| looſedin Heaven, and heare the voice of joy 
and gladneſle, fs 

Wer | Aﬀter 


,.... 
After the fentence of abſolution, the Mini- 
fter ſpeaketh to hun as toa brother eKhortmg 
him to watch and pray, or comforting him if 
he have need, the Elders unbrace him, andthe 
whole congregation keeperh communwon 
with him as if he had never offended. : 
As the Presbyterie excommunicateth pro- 
fanc profeſſors, Jo.doth i alſo depoſe Preach- 
ers, uf they be teachers.of corrupt Doqtrine, if 
' their lives continue ſcandalous after admoni- 
tion , if they be buſte1nreating the Church a 
ſander by ſchiſme and divifioa ; ifthey begi- 
ven to. blaſphemie, profanation ofthe Lords 
day, {imonue, perjurie,drunkennefſe, hghting, 
or any other finne , for which , whether in re- 
ſpect of the greatneſle of the {inne , ar by rea- 
FM of the contempt and obſtinacie when the 
ſinne 1s not ſogreat , private perſons arecx- 
communicated ; and although they be upon 
their repentance abſolved from the ſentence of 
eXxcommunication, yet in ſome caſcs eſpecial- 
ly, where the crime inferreth a perpetuall in- 
famue , are they never readmitted to the Mini- 
ſtery , except upon the unanimousand moſt 
carneſt defire of the whole Church where they 
ſerved before, n 
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IV. Of greater Presbyteriet or Elaſſes, 


He Presbyteric or Claſſicall meeting 
| Þ doth conſiſt of particular neighbouring 
Churches in ſuch a carcuite as may/conveni- 
ently meet together, tothe numberof ten, ſix- 
teenc,twentie,or ſo many as thevicinitic ofthe 
Places, and pariſhes'may well accommodate. 
 Itits fv ppoſed that the wholeparticular E]- 
derſhips cannot well aſlemblc in One place or- 
dinarily, neither 15'it neceffaric. There be there- 
fore beſide the Miniſter or Miniſters of the 
Congregation who.are ſuppoſed to be perpe- 
tuall members of the Presbyteiie, ſome of ſpe- 
ciallnote choſen out of the Elders & b y them, 
who receiving from them commiſhon may 
repreſent the whole ; from each particular E]- 
derſhip , one of the Elders with the Miniſter 
or Miniſters repairethto the place of mecting: 
ſo that the members of this Presbyteriall 
- meeting are all the Miniſters within the Cir- 
.Cuit, and one Elder delegated from each par- 
ticular Elderfhip. — 
None of the Miniſters are permitted to be 
abſent, unleſſe they be detain:d by neceſlarie 
—— CC w.Hu lA 
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impediments or extraordinarie imployments. 
And therefore tne day of the meeting of the 
Presbytecie may not be deftinate tooi(dinaric 
preaching? Nor are they to wait that day up- 
on ſojemnizing of mariages, The names are 
called by the Clerk, and the abſents are noted 
and cxamined the next day uponthe reaſons 
of their abſence ; and if any happen toabſent 
themſelves many dayes without reaſonable 
cauſes, they are ſetapart and cenſured as guul- 
tie of the contempt ornegkect of the order of 
the Church: .. But the Elders ace not ſo lxiGt- 
le tied to ordinarie attendance; but if there be. 
any matter of great weight to be handled they 
are. all warn dro be preſent : And if hee who 
was formerly Commiſhoner may notaſhiſt, a- 
nother Commuſhoner in his place may bee 
choſen by the Zlderſhip. - 

It 1s. permitted.to the expeQants having en- 
tered before upon the publick exerciſe or pro- 
pheſte to. {it by the Miniſters and Elders1in the 
meeting of the Presbyterie, and to givetheir 
judgement of thedoCtrine., but they haveno 
voice when matters of-doctrine or diſczplhne 
are debated. And in the handling of ſome mat- 
ters. which arc thought fit to be concealed and, 
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. (48) 1” 
kept ſecret, till they beby common confent 
publiſhed, they uſe to be removed. 
| Becauſethe whole diſcipline in a manner is 
in the hands of the Presbyterie, they are to 
mcet once a week or fortnight upon a certaine 
day,and ina certain place,but in ſome places, 
through the length and deepneſſe of the way 
in winter, they do not meet fo often. ; 
The ſubje@ and matters treated in the Preſ- 

bytery are all the Zcclcftaſticall matters of 
weight, which concern the particular Church- 
cs there repreſented, as theexamination , or- 
dination, fuſpention, and depoſition of Mini- 
ſers; ſcandals of Miniſtcrs1n dodtine, life, 
ot any partoſtheir calling ; the deccrning of 
excommmunication, references, and BY 
ons from particular #1derſhips,and the amen- 
ding of any thing thathathbeene negligently 
or weakly done by them ; the anſwering alſo 
of queſtions and requeſts from other Presby- 
ceries,Churches,or perſons, or ſending ofCom- 
miſſioners nw ſome caſes to other Churches or 
Presbyteties , whether to admonith or adviſe 
them, or to ſeek counſell from them , bur fo 
that they have no aurho 1ry wr hout the lim1;s 


of their own conMſocution. 
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(49) - 
The Miniſters and Elders who are Com- 
muſſioners, together with the expecants and 
others who'are pleaſed to be preſent , meeting 
in the place, and at the day and houre appoin- 
ted , which uſeth to be one halfe houre after 
nine a clock in the forenoone, whereof warn- 
ing 1sgiven bythe ſound of a bel], that ſo all 
the affaures of that day (unleſſe there be ſomie- 
what extraordinary to hold them longer)mia 
| bee exped againſt mid-day , doe begin wit 
prayer, and proceed'to the textual] interpre- 
tation of Scripture, whichis done by the Mi- 
niſters, eachone1m his own place by courſe,or 
by the expeQants, whoſenames are fet forth in 
a table, or writtett in the Regiſter of the Pres- 
byterie for that end;after the frrft fpeaker,fome 
other who followcth 1n order, and is alfo ap- 
pointed by the Presbyterie the day before, 
ſpeaketh in the ſecond place, colleRing fone 
doctrines one or moe upon the text exponn- 
ded and ſhewing the nſe thereof, The ſecond 
ſpeaker haying ended about eleven a ctoek;rhe 
exerciſe is cloſed with thankſgiving by him 
who ſpake firit. The matter of cach dayes ex- 
crexſe is fone portion of that particular book 
in: Gs _ of. 
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| The ground 1s read in Scripture; the ſtate of 


(30) 
of the Old or New Teſtament agreed upon in 
the Presbyteri1e:onceevery moneth ſome:com- 
mon place or controverſtcis handled , unto 

q the exerciſe giveth place for that day. 


the queſtion Hi pur pms , theargumentsfor 


the truth preſſed and vindicated from the So- 


phiſtication of the adyerſaries; but theargu- 
ments contra are left to bee proponed in the 
Presbyteriall meeting by ſuch Miniſters as are 
called by the Moderator to diſpute upon the 
propolitions, or Theſes exhibit,the day ofthe 
mecting next before, by the contraverſar, and 
are propugned by him , the Moderator being 
preſes of the-diſputation. That the Presbyte- 
rie may gothotow all the controverfles , the 2 
have alſo a table wherein they are all digeſted 

in order, fo that each miniſter or expeRtant 
knoweh a moneth before what is next to be 
treated, CT nd a Rg 5. 
_ Theexerciſeor commonhead of controver- 
fe cndedan publick, the people depart , and 
the Miniſters and &1ders with others, who are 
permitted to bee preſent » goe to the private 


place of their meeting, wherc all being ſetin 


IE " | | order 3: 


(51) 
order, and the Moderator having begun with 
prayer , the doctrine delivered in publick is 
examined.and each one of the Presbyteric and 
Cx pectants p either approveth,or in K TN and 
ſoberneſle of ſpirir ,propoudneth his doubt a- 
gainſt any point ſpoken of, which being done, 
the ſpeakers for that day arecalled upon (they 


being apart at this time) their interpretation 


and deetrine approved, and they encouraped 
or (if there be cauſe) they arc ina brotherly 
manner admoniſhed. The doarine cenſured. 
(for this they call the cenſure of the doctrine.) 
The matters before mentioned to be the ſubject 
of the-Presbyteriall jurisdiction,are propoun- 
ded, modeſtly debated; andeither LAs. 9} 
o: taken to further deliberation, orremuted to 
the Synod,and ſothe mecting concluded with 


Praegr The Moderator cither continueth 1n . 


is place betweene one Provanciall Synod and 
another, or for a ſhorter time, butthey think it 
not fit to change the Moderator at every 
_ = ons 
The Presbyteries alſo do viſit the feverall 
Churches within their bounds,cither by hold- 
 1ng their full meetings at the Churches,- or by 
LS : - 0-3 ſeading 
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(52) 
ſending their commiſſioners thither, that they 
may ſce how theordinances of Chriſt are uſed 
and obeyed, by the Miniſter, Elderſhip, and 
all the congregation, and that if any thing be 
amiſle, it may be retifed, THY 


V. Of Provincial Synods. 


THe whole Kingdome is by thewiſdome 
of the Generall aſſemblie, ſo divided in 
Provinces, as the Miniſters and Elders may, 
for vicinity of place, beſt mcet in Provinciall 
Synods, without refpect to Epiſcopall Dio- 
cefes, the particular Churches whereof are ſo 
far caſt a funder/in Scet/andthat they cannot 
conveniently joyne.in provincial Synods, 
The provinciall Synode is of the fame con- 
Ritution with the Presbyrerie, and doth con- 
{iſt of all the Miniſters, and one Elder having 
commiſſion, as before, from each particular 
Church within the province. | 
It meeteth ordinarily twice a yeare, but the 
place & thetime ofthe mecting are choſen ac- 
cording tothe conveniencie of the Churches 
_ ofthe province,and as the exigence of _ 
as FI _ Taues 


(53) 
faires doth require, The Moderator of the for- 
mer Synod ,- opencth the Synod with a Ser- 
mon, fit for ſuchan aſſembly ; and after Ser- 
mon ſ{ctting himſelfe downe in his place, with 
the clerk of the Synod ( who forthemoſt part 
1s one of the Miniſters choſen by plurality of 
voices) beginneth with prayer , cauſcth the 
names of the Muniſtersto be read ;, who not 
only anſwer for their owne preſence (tht ab- 
ſent being noted) but alſo giveupthenames of 
the Commiſhoners from the ſeverall Church- 
es,which are writtet, dowa by the Clerk, and. 
their commiſſions alſo read, ifneed be, and 
procecdeth to the chooſing of a new mode- 
" Fr OO 

The Moderator is thus choſen. A liſt is made 
by the former moderator of foure or fiveof the 
ableſt men for wiſdome, authority and dexte- 
rity for ſuchan.employment which is appro- 
ved by the conſent ofthe Synod. And if any 
member of the Synod be pleaſed to adde any 
other ſo qualified to the liſt , hisnameis joy- 
ned with the former, and out ofthis liſt the 
Moderator is choſen by the {uffrages ofthe Mi- 
nilters and Elders, and ſet in the place of the 
former Moderator. —_ - The. 


(54) 
The new Moderator fr{t of all calleth for 
the Regiſters of the ſeycrall Presbyteries, and 
putteth them in the hands of the M:nifis of 
other different *Presbyteries to bereviſed and 
examined, That by the Records it may bee 
knowne how they have keept order, and per- 
formed what hath beene recommended unto 
them by the preceeding Synods. And what 
and how matters have been treated by them at 
every ſeſſion, that they may be cenſtred or al- 
lowcd, which upon the report of the reviſers 
1s accordingly done inthe Go of theSynod. 
If there be any references from the Synodec 
before;they are firſt debated and determined, 
and thereafter new matters are brought into 
deliberation. What was obſcure or difficult 
forthe Presbyteries, or might concerne them 
all in common, 1s here reſolved and ordered, 
what hath beene done amille is redrefſed. And 
tf any difticultie ariſe which dothnot fall un- 
der ſome Church conſtitution, it is referred to 
the nationall aſſtemblie. — © 
Before the afſemble be deſolved, each Preſ- 
byteric 1s ſet a part by courſe and enquirie 
made from thereft , if there bec any knowne 
on, | OP ſcandal], 
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| ſcandall, fault z Or negligenc e2 mong R hem, 


That it may be 1n a brotherly manner.cenſured, 
like as upon the day of the meeting of the 
Presbyterte next going before the Synod ; all 
the members of the Presbyterie ſuffer the like 
nquiriecach onea part by allthereſt, 

As the Moderator beginneth and: endeth 
eyerie ſeſſion before andafter noon with pray- 
cr,{o doth he ſomewhat more ſolemnhie cloſe 
the Synod with ſome pithic and pertinent ex- 
hortation, and heartie thankſgiving and prai- 
erunto God. 

All matters, wheretheſfe Synods arc ordina- 
rily -keept , are with ſuch diligence exped 
That the Mtnilters(none of them-having above 
a ſhort dates journey, and Tucſday being uſu- 


ally the firſt day of their meeting) may return - 


to their charge againſt the Lords day, having 
notice ofthe day and place of the next follow- 
ing Synod, and catrying with:them ſuch acts. 
as are neceſ]aric that they may be made known 
to their particular Elderſhips.and congregati- 
ons. And thanks may be given in every Con- 
- gregation for the good proceedings of the Sy- 


nod , and for the libertie of the Churches, 


Theſe 


C-; 
oS | 


Theſe Synods are not alwaies held at one 
time, and therefore if there be cauſe, ſome 
Commullioners are ſent from one Synod to a- 
nother , for their judgement and advice in 
matters of difticultie, which is reported at the 
following Synod for their further reſolution, 
and that fo farreas ispoſſible there may bee a 
conformutic 11 all things. 


VI. Of National! Synods or Generall Aſem- 
or. - | ate 


THe nationall affemblie meeteth onee in 

-K the yeare, and thetime of the following 

afſembly agreed upon before the riſing of the 
former, or oftnerpro re nata, Concerning which 
ſome Minifters have commyſhon and war- 
rant from the afſemblie to give timely adver- 
tiſement to the Presbyterics for chooſing and 
ſending their Commiſſioners, 

This great afſembhe uſeth to bee honoured 
with the Kings Majefties preſence either mm his 
royall Perſon, orby his High Commiſſioner, 
who doth all the parts of a Supreame C1v1ll 
Preſident. In: a peaceable ordering of the 

oy ng whole . 


— 


« i 


whole proceeds 
meetifigythas af merisireaſoris ind voicssmay 
beihe&@/ ind in- acquzinting himſelfe with 
the oroands of every conſtitution that ſhall 
be ag MF) upon, 'thar: byHis Princelyahori- 
tie 1708 $7 be obſrich, Endifncedrequire 
the! pa ron ofthe 'Ciilt+ Law ' rhiay beadded, 
for which alas cettaine! Commiſſioners 
fGi/SCu(ſciriblic afec{etit to attend the Par- 
Hallie. 2\! 2 393 un { 214190) 1 : 


Ir doth Conſiſt of Commiſſioners FINE ths 


Pres ___ of Claftes' thice' Mifiſters: and 
one Bl. v Fob ek Prcdbyviatt, wha are 


chvſey by the voieesoF wie Midifiecs and El 
ders fetit Fronnths particalar Blderthips, and 
of orie Com! nr —_—_— Chutch ſion 
of- every roy royal Biiti gh that: there may:bee 
forme pope jon andequalitie,  Othert allo 
are perraitte! alchough not to vO1GE } yertes 
heare; propound, antdebate;; Providali dhiat 
they Grſt obtaine leavebf thes' Modezator ant 

hes it may appeart to bs done antmo et Kcay 
yon fentanas, --- ( 
' The firſt day of the Nemblic iskepe with 
afolenne faſt and humiliation] wherein the 
H-. whole 


ings of fo frequentand holy a 
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whole Citie. or Towne, which is the Seatof 
the alſemblie, uſeth'to. joyns with. powerfull 
preaching and earneſt. Pralecs from morning 
cill night, SR -. 
The particularChurchesalforhr hou 

Kitgdome , ypon the daies of their publick ; 
metting, pray to God for his Bea a(ſliſt- 
ace, and bleſſing unto the aſſemblie;, that 
they may. bee led into. All trurh;;and; all:cho 
Churches be refreſhed with the twees Taics 
thereof, _ 

The next day the Moderator of che prece- 
din -alfecnblieb beginnethiwich praier, cauſerh. 
the Clerk call rhe Presþytexies ,, Im up 
the names of the Commilſioners, Miniſters, 
and Elders, who give intheir Commiſſions. 
which being _ examined, and allowed, 
they probed tothe chufing of a New Modera- 
xor ; keeping the Tante: order hich is ſet 
downe before in chooing the Moderator of 
the Provinciall Synod 
The new Moderatot calleth for the Re- 
cords of the Synods, and by the voices of the 
aſſcmblicchooſeth a Commuttee for peruſing 

arid rpg chem; a, Committee for the bils, 
complaints, 


| (59) 
complaints, and petitions tobepreſentcd to 
the afſemblie , and ſach 'other Committees 
as are ordinarie for-prepating of weightic 
matters fortheaſſemblie, and' for cutting off 
1dlc and impertinent things,that the difpatch 
may bethe more ſpeetie and eafje, when they 
ſhall bebrought to open debate and voyc ing 
all references from'Synods e app latio ,pric- 
vances, complaints, petifions,ait here exami- 
ned and anſwered; Aqsand conſtitutions for 
all the Churches are agreed upon with com- 
mon Conſcnt, and ifthere be any conſ1derable 
contradiCtion,. and the doubts and ſcruples, 
which are made be not ſatisfied, matters gre 
remitted to furthier deliberation till the ng 
aſlemblie ; courſe is taken'for planting'of 
Churches , with able Miniſters that theGo- 
ſpell may be ſpread chrough thewhole Nati- 
on; Rules arc ſeedowne bpwhich the inferi- 
olir aſſemblies ſhall bee direGted in alſtheir 
Proccedings; all meancsnfed that the Church 
bg) not weanged, neith& by one unding the 


” 


Cixlland Ecclefidlticalt jurifdiction; norby 
bWG__— 
on ees H 2 The 


at. D Woe? IR . 


(60) 

The Commiſſioners of-cachPresbyteriedo 
carrichome withthem atruecopic ofall ſuch 
as; 25. doe coneeac;alithe Churches, :thar 
they, may walkby ondandihe fame rule, © + 
. The Moderator giveth forch Summons ſig- 
"ned with; his. own hand; and the hand of the 
| (lex © , for. .Cing.of perfons: iv the name 
'of . th _ alice. to. compare: 'before the 
next mectingthereof, with certification ofthe 
cenſures of the, Charoks 16 caſe of f diſobedt- 


Ence. ES: 


The c onclfo, 


CN this pI of theſe aſſemblies] "RY 
L chiall, , Presbyteriall; Provmciall, and Na- 
tionall, awd; in the ſubordination of the leſler 
unto. the greater , or: of, more particular E]- 
derſhigs tothelargerand generall Elderſhip, 
.dothconſiſt the ckteenall order, ſtrength ahi 
ſtcdfaſtneſſe of the Church of $ cotlandywhich 
is loyely anc comfortable toall fearing God, 
7 BFA ang Paſtor or profeffots, and hahbeine 
very awefull and terrible, as an Armie with 
Banners ito all = tO all Hereticks,Schiſ- 
maticks 


4 


(64) 

maticks, Hirelings, and all ungodly perſons: 
As upon tlie one part they, break not the brui- 
 ſedreed no: queneh the: ſmoaking flax F but do 
cheriſh and labour to bring'torpenefeand 
uſe, the graineof Muſtardſeed in ſincere be- 
ginQers, and the ſmalleſt talent in Preachers 


having the zeaſe of God : Bo upon. the other 


part, no ſ{candall of proud {inners efcapeth 
cenſure , no herelie or error 1s ſooner hatched, 
bur 15 either preſently ſpied out and cruſhed 
by lomeof the inferiour aſſemblies, or, if it be 
kept on foot and gather ſtrength , it 1s quite 
ſuppreſſed and extinguiſhed in the generall 
aſſemblie which mecteth once1n the year, and 
never ſuffereth ſuch baſtard births to grow to 
be one yegare old , which isa true and maine 
cauſe why no ſeCtsnor errours have appeared 
inthe reformed Church of Fraxce, and in the 


| Chut ches of $ cotland 3 & ofthe Low- Co untries, . 


ſo long asthey enjoyed the libertie and happi- 
nelleof aſſemblies, which they did no ſooner 
by iNemecCcie of God recover, but 1immediate- 
ly ar their brightneſſe, the miſts and mildewes 
gathered before were ſcattered and evaniſhed. 
And as, bythe order and power of theſe aſſem- 
. _,- -. 
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blies, Foxes are taken that they (| potle not the 
Vines, and Gangrenes are prevented that they 
ſpread not againſt truth and unity , all forts of 
lewd and wicked men are diſcouraged and 
put to ſhame : So 1s there excited among the 
Godly Miniſters an holy emulation by ac- 
quanntance, conference , and by perceiving 
the gifts one of another, which maketh them 
returne from the affemblies, with a meane and 
humble conceipt of themſclves,and with new 
and ſtrong reſolutions for greater diligence im 
their ſtudies, and faithfulnefle in every Paſto- 
rall duty, to the common benefit and edifica- 
tion of all the Churches ; all the Miniſters arc 
made more wiſe in matte;s ofGoyernement : 
and all the Congregations are afefted with 
reverence. to what is required of them by their 
particular Elderſhips, as having the conſent 
and approbation ofthe whole Church. Many 
ſuch fruits are reaped of theſe aſſemblies, 
which without them no particular perſon or 
ſhop far 
They have no Arch- biſhops, Dioceſan Bi- 
ſhops, Sufftagancs, no Chapters3tls Curits, 
ye rn OE, dumbe 


_ congregation cal have any ground ro 
or expeCt. FOES 1. os 


\ @ © 
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dumbe nor idle Miniſters, no hicelings, non- 
reſidents , nos plualiſts, no _ Deanes nor 
Arch-Deacons, no Chanters , Sub-chanters, 
nor Treaſurers, no Chancellors, Officials, nor 
bends, Sing ingmen nor boyes; Anil yet with- 
out theſe andthe like, they have pratiſeian 
uſe ofall che ordinances of Chriſk ; allmatytrs 
Bccleſfafticall determined, remaicting quieſts- 
ons of tathes', naariages; divorcemenits., &c- 
to the civill Judge to whom they properlic do 
belong, and all petitions, complaints, and | 
C fe grievances heard gnd redreſſed, which 

rhey cſteeme as theſweet yoke of Chriſt, and 
think 1t a great caſe both totheir conſciences 
and eſtatcs to be free of fuch bundles and bur- 
thens of traſh and ſuperfluitics. They con- 
ceive that to cre Presbyteries, Synods, and 
Nationall aſſemblies, and ſtill to keepe Pre- 
lates and the members of that Hierarchue is, in 
the matter of Churchgovernment, not unlike 
the Popiſh adding of Traditions to Scripture 
in the rule of faith, or works unto faith inthe 
point of juſtification, &c,additions to Chrifts 
inflicution, being not only inreſpebt of their 


author 
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(64) | 
author humane inventions , and for an y uſe 
they can have idlements, varlities, and follies: 
but that-they doalfo corrupt the urity, nd 
eat out the life of theordinances * nrt. . 
- Here there is kffiperiotity withouttyrannie, 
foro Miniſter hath a Papall or Monar chicall 
Juriſdiction ovethits own flock, "far teſſe' over 
other Paſtors, and overall the Fn gr ations 
oralarge Dioees: Here chereis a paritle with- 
out-confufion-and diſorder; for the Paſfors arc 
in order beforethe Elders, andthe Elders be- 
fore the Deacons ;.the C hucch 15 ſubordinate 
tothe Presbyteric, the Presby terie, to the Sy- 
nod, and the Synod t6 the N Soma affernÞbly, 
One Paſtor fo ſo hath priority before atother, 
forage,/for zeale for gifts, forhis good defer- 
vings of the Church; Tg onehonouring him 
whom God hath hotionred: and as he 4-707 
the1 1mage of God', which was to bee ſeenc a- 
monelt the A poſtles themſelves. But none 
hath power or juri{dietion above others : even 
as innature one eye hath not power over ano- 
ther. only the head hath: power over all, even 
aiChriſt over bis Charch. The ſame may bee 
ſcene in the Common-wealth, and in ſome of 


the 
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the offices ofthe Roman Church it ſelfe, And 
laſtly, here there is ys, ih without {lave- 
rie, for the people are! fubject to the Paſtors 
and Aſſemblies, yet there 1s-no Mlemblie 
wherein everie particula: Church hath nor in- 
tereſt and power ; nor 1s there any thing done, 
but they are,1t not actually, yet virtually called 
to conſent unto 1t. Oo 
As they have done and ſuffered much for 

vindicating and maintaining the [ibertie of 
their Religion, that what belongeth unto God 
may berendred unto God ; So do they delire, 
that according to the rule of righteouſaeſle, 
each man have his owne, and aboveall men, 
That the things which are Cſars be rendred 
unto him, and to give him that which is Gods 
were a wronging both of God and Ceſar.They 
have ever beene willing to taxes and to pay 
ſubſidies above that w® they were able, They 
joyne w® the inward reverence of their heatts, 
externall honour and obedience in all things 
lawfull. They powre forth their prayers to 
God in private and publick; for all bleſſings 
{pirituall and temporall upon his Royall Per- 
ſon and Goverament, and upon his Progenie; 
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(66) 
and for the ſame bleſſings upon the Queenes 


Majeſtic , eſpecially that God by his Spirit 
would give unto-her the knowledge and love 
of the truth. They long forher converſion as 
an happineſſe to her ſelfe, and a meane of great 
happineſle to the King, to their Children, and 
toall their SubjeRs. And, that the Lord may 
anſwer their praters, they think it incumbent 
tothe Churchof Exg/and, nor can any bond 
whatſoever oblige them to the contrarie, to 
uſe the beſt and moſt powerfull meanes, and 
would mo{ willingly inall humilitie, love 
and reſpe&t , joyne their endeavours for that 
bleſſed end. 4nd as they thus preſent their beſt 
deſires and prayers, ſo are they readie to ſacri- 
fice their lives to Cod for his Majeſties good, 
and in their heartsaregrieved that theirloyal- 
tie, which they account their no ſmall glorie, 
ſhonld have beene called in queſtion, 
Neither is this all. But moreover they dce 
acknowledge that his Majeſtic , as ſupreame 
| Magiſtrate, hath not onely charge over the 
Commonwealth, but doth watch and hath 
inſpection over the Church and Church mat- 
ters, but in a civil way, Vos Epiſcopi in Eccle- 
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fra(faith ConFtantine)) Ego extra Ecclefiam Epiſe 
cops a Deo conſtitutus ſum. And thereforethat 
he 1s, by his high calling and place, CaStos u- 
trizſq; tabule,to command the precepts of the 
firſt table as well as of the ſecond table to bee 
obeyed : That he 18 Vindex Religtonis by his 
ſword, asthe Spirit of God in Scripture 1s ſ«- 
dex, and the Churchis Index : That heehath 
power to turn the conſtitutions of the Church 
into lawes, and to confirme them by the c1- 
vill fanction in Parliament : That he may con- 
ftraine all lus ſubjects to do dutic in matters of 
religion , and may puniſh the tranſgretſo! F 
That when debates ariſe about Relis10n, hee 
hath power to call the Aſſemblies of the 
Church, to be preſent and civilly preſide in 
them, andto examine their conſtitutions, that 
he may diſcerne of them both as a Chriſtian 
caring for his own ſoule,and as ſupreame Ma- 
g1{trate watchung over hispeople : and that he 
may do all things which can prove him to be 
a kinde and carefull nurſing Father, They ac- 
count all that is vomited out to the contrarie, 
[as, that they liked Anarchie better then Mo- 
narchie, and that they wonld turnea King- 
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dome mto a democratic, Jto be but the itions 
and Calumnies of the malitious enemies of God 
and his truth; not unlike the lies which 
were deviſed againſt the Chriſtians of old : 
their, conſciences, their words, writings, 
. and actions. , even then when the world 
did put the worſt conſtructions upon them , 
i were witneſles of the integritie of their hearts, 
l., They doe ſtill hold. that there can bee no 
l antipathy , betwixt one ordinance of God and 
another, By him Princes do yeigne, and hee 
hath alſo appointed the Officers and Govern- 
ment of his own houſe.They do deſire nothing 
more: then: that the Sonne of God may reigne, 
and that with and under the Sonne of God.the 
King-may Command, and they, as good ſub- 
zeRs to Chriſtand the King, may obey. 


es : "I TT. 

POST SCRIPT: 

In anſwertoa'T reataſe 
very lately publiſhed , 


which 1s intituled, 
The recbyterial Governement examined. 


"Is 


= Hen the Printer had dove 
FRI all except twoſheets of my 
I former _ Tfeatiſe, there 
Th FEM}. came tomy hands a peece 
SEM againſt. Presbyteriall Go- 
_—==zq yernement, ' Which promi- 
: ſeth uigch; but performeth little. Thou p 
my time be very ſhort, yet I truſt tom: 
ananſwer;.to it, as full. as it deſerveth.. - 
| Tt hath a _mayiſteriall and high ſound- 
ing title; -undertaking the examination of 
- Presbyteriall Governement. But Presby- 
eriall  OTErones ſecretly-ſmileth, be- 
B cauſe 


(2) 

cauſe while ſhe was ready tofay much 
moxe for herſelfe, hedid not put her to 
toit, leſt hinbſolfe ſhould have been put ad 
meta ok probuydi. But he particularizeth 
himſclte, ahd telleth us HEhath unfolded 
the weaknefſe ofour grounds, and diſpro- 
ved our pretended proofs, The truth is, 
that the beſt of them & the moſt of them 
he hath not touched. He addeth that hee 
hath proved out ofthe Word of God the 


Hefty ofthe people inchoofingthrirown: 


officers This may be added carte; but caſte, 
I am ſure it 5not, He would make the* 
world beleeve that Presbyterians are a- 
oainſtthe peoples election of their officers, 
which is a caſumny, He ſatth, he hath an- 
nexed certaine arguments, proving Pres- 
byteriall Governement to: be contrary to- 
the pattern which Chrilt hath J&ft in the 
New Teſtament. Theſe arguments ſhall. 
be anſwered With no great difficulty. . In 
this place I ſhallonly. ſay. a word of them 
in general. The man hath a notable facul- 
ty.of proving that whereih the Presbyteri- 
ans. do agree with him, and paſting that- 
wherein they. difagree from him. Matiy. 
| buinane teſtimonies and ations of wri- 
'ret©he rhiftxech together, toitiake a ſim- 
ple txderbeleevel that manly: are of his 
judgeinent - Bat 4 find A6he of the all 

ft, except. 
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except, two ar three $0 affirme any thing 
which wedeny. But why hath he taken all 
this paines? He will preſentit (forſooth) 
to the Kings molt excellent Majeſtic, and 
tothe right honourable Lords,and the ho- 
nourable houſe of Commons now aflem- 
bled in Parliament. Asifit were to be ex- 
pected that a popular and independant 
forme. of Church government in every 
Congregation, which ſhould moſt certain- 
ly open adoore toathouſand remedileſle 
confulions, may obtaine his Majeſties roy- 
all aſſent , or the acceptation ofthe High 
Court of Parliament. Nay, brother, ſeek 
ſome other friendsto yourcaule, for, if 
wiſe men be nottoo too much deceived, 
the King and the Parliament in their great 
wiſdame do fore-ſee, that whenſoever E- 
piſcopa]l government ſhall be removed, 
another form of Provinciall and nationall 
Church government muſt needs ſucceed 
unto. It: gn oi 
Now to come to the ſubſtance of hjs 
' diſcourſe 3 firſt hee maketh a quarrel! 
againſt the Presbyteries of particular 
Churches (which are in Scotlazd called 
Seſſzons,) thenagainſt all higher Conſfiſto- 


ricsin the Church. As for the Presbyteries Pag. 1. 


of particular Churches:, he judgeth them 
_three wayes defeCtive. Firſt he requireth 
B 2 that 


(4) 


that all who are admitted into the compa». 
ny of Elders, even the governing orruling 
Elders ſhould be apt to teach, and able to ex- 
bort with ſound doGrinc and convince gaine= 
ſayers, and that not only privately,or in the 
Conliſtory, but 1n the publick aſſembly al- 
ſo,if not exactly,yet competently. 
Anſw. 1. Though ruling Elders ought 
totcach, exhort, rebuke, &c. bothin the 
Conſiſtory , and privately from houſe to 
houſe, as the caſe of every family and per 
ſon doth require (which 18all that can be 
drawne from thofe alleaged places to Tr- 
mothy and Titus, it fo betlicyoupht atall 
to be extended to ruling Elders) yet there 
15 no place of Scripture to prove that they 
ought to teach publikly in the Congrega- 
tion, 2. Thatexpreſfion zf not exaHy,yet 
competently 1s fomewhat myſterious: 3. 
Ruling Elders are exprefly diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe that labour in the word and 
dodrine. 1 Ti#2.5.17. and from theſe that 
teach or exhort,Rom.12.7,9, 4+ Ifruling 
Elders ſhall teach publikly in the congre- 
gation ex officio,and with cure of ſoules(as 
they ſpeak) why ſhall they not alſo mini- 
{ter the Sacraments, which are pendicles 
and ſealsof the word. and therefore com- 
mitted tothoſe, who are ſent to the pub- 
lick. preaching, of the Goſpel, Matrh- 28. 
19 


1 Tim.3.1. 
| 1t42.5.709. 
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19, 5. Though. he ſpeak here onlyof 


ruling Elders, yet I doubt he requireth of; 


at leaſt will permit to all men that are. 


members of the Church the ſame publick 
teaching and propheſying in the Congre- 
gation, Me + 
The ſecond defect which he wiſheth 
ſupplied, is, that the temporary ruling El- 
ders may be made perpetuall and for life, 
which heenforceth by foure reaſons. This 


I aſſent unto providing he admit adiſtin- 


tion betwixt the office it (elfe, and the ex- 
erciſe of the fame. The office of a ruling 
Elder ought to be for his life no lefle then 


Pag. 2,30 


the Paſtors; yet muſt we not condemne_ 


thoſe Churches which diſpenſe with the 
intermiſſion of their aCtuall atcendance 


for a certaine ſpace, and permit them-to- 
exerciſe their office by courſe;as the Levitr 


did of old, whoſe example himſelfe here 


taketh for a patterne. 

The third thing he faith is of moſt mos» 
ment. He doth complaine that the Elders 
donot adminiſter their publik office pub- 


likly as they ſhould, but only in their pri-- 


vate Conſiſtory. He doth permit them in- 


deed to meet apart for deliberation 


(whereof we ſhall here afterward) but he 
will have their Church-office which in the 


Lord they have received, to beexecuted 
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publickly in the face of the Congregation. 
1. Becauſe an office publick in the nature, 
ought alſo to be publick in the adminiſtra« 
tion. 2. Becauſe the reformed Churches 
cannot know their Elders whether they 
be good or bad , except by heare-ſay. 3. 
Becauſe otherwiſe the Elders can not mi- 
niſterially take heed to the whole flock as 
they are warned todo, 4&s 20.28. Anſc1, 
Ruling Elders do execute their oftice not 
only inthe Conſiſtory, but from houſe to 
houſe throughout al the bounds of the Co- 
oregationzwe may eaſily makethe known 
tothat Church where they ſerve, whether 
they be good or bad. 2. Their Confiſtoriall 
ſentencesinall matters oftmportance,ſuch 
as ordination, Church cenſures, excoms 
munication, &c. are made knowne to the 
whole Church. 3. He paſleth a ſhort cen- 
ſure upon the reformed Churches. The re- 
formed Churches 1s a great word, but this 
man maketh a moat of if.4 The place A4&s 
20.28, cannot helpe him, for ruling El- 
. ders do feed and overſee the whole = 
both by diſcipline inthe Conſiſtory, and 
by taking heed to all the ſheepe ſeveral - 
ly, as every one hath need, and in thatre- 
ſped may be called both Paſtors - and 
Biſhops. Befide I doubt he can prove that 
place to be meant of ruling Elders. He 

goeth 


099 - 
He / co on to make plaine what hee hath 
{faid, by deſcending to ſome particulars in 
which the Blders office ſeemeth eſpecially 
to confilt, and theſe are ſaith hee, The 
admitting of members into'the Church, 
upon profeflion of faith ade, andthe 
reproving and cenſuring of vbſtinate of- 
fenders. 'Fheſe -are the moſt frequent 


publike adminiſtrations of: the office of 
Ruling Elders.' And whatof them ? hee 


faith, as they leave the execution of theſe 


things, to-the Elders alone in the ſetled 


and welt ordered Itate of the Church, fo 
doe they/deny, that they can be rightly 


and ordetly done, but with the peoples 


privity and conſent. His reftriQtion to the 


fetled and well ordered eſtate of the 
Churchz.. I; cannot underſtand. Hee had 


done 'well' to have explained what hee 
meanethÞy-that not ſetled; nor well orde- 


red{tate'of the Churcli,in which he thinks: 
it belonpeth not to the Eldersalone, to ad- 


mit orci offmembers. His other ambi- 
gyous expreffion Iunderſtand better, for 


ought 


bythe peoples privity hee meaneth, that 

the people ſhouſd heare the voyces and. 
fatfrages of the Elders, and by the peoples 
conſent, hee meaneth the peoples voting 

with the Eſders, 'as wee ſhall heare after- 
watrd.. That: the admiffion of members, Pag. 6-- 


pl 
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ought to bee with the peoples privityand 
conſent, hee will prove by two reaſons. 
I. Becauſe wee finde in the afts of the A- 


 poltles, that men were received intothe 


fellowſhip of the Church) and baptized 
publikely, and in the face of the congre- 
gation. 2. Becauſe the whole communal- 
ty, being neerely to joyne with theſe that 
are adinitted, ought to take knowledge of 
the profeſiion of their faith. Theſe rea- 


| ſons can neither conclude the peoples 


right of ſuffrage. in this matter, nor ſo 
much are the peoples hearing of the ſuf- 
frages of the Elders : But only that the 
matter might not bee ended without the 
peoples knowledge and tacite conſent. 
Beſide there is no ſmall difference to bee 
put betwixt the admiſſion of Jewes, Infi- 
dells, and Hereticks, upon their profeſſion 
of the true Chriſtian faith, and the admilſ- 
fion of ſuch af have tranſported them- 
ſelves from another Chriſtian congregati- 
on, bringing with them a ſufficient teſtt- 
monie of their holy. profeſſion of faith, 
and good converſation. In the meane 
while, Letthe Reader note, that this diſ- 
puter hath here ina parentheſis interlaced 
grofle anabaptiſtry, holdiog it a kinde of 
unorderly anticipation. to baptiſe jnfants, 
who cannot give a confeſſion of i 
aith. 
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Faith. And within arfewlineshe lets ano- 
ther thing fall frons bis: pen, which ſmel- 
leth ſtrongly ofthe Anabaptiſticalltenent, 
concerning having all things common, 
even bodily goods. $6 
.. But I proceed with him4to the ſecond Pag, 7. 
head, concerning excommunication, and 
Church cenſures Y the Elders, with the 
peoples privity and-con{ent.:This he pro- 
veth'by threearguments. 1. Becauſe; Pay * Tims. 20. 
faith} Theſe who ſen, rebuke publiktly; that o- 
thers alſo may feareghraveargumentindeed, 
Thischarge $.not given to ruling Elders; 
andifit;had, :it can neither provethe ſub 
frage of the people. nor their hearing of 
the: ſuffrage- of the Elders, -but pnelythe 
execution; of the ſentence. of the :Elders, 
in the preſence and audience of the con- 
gregation. '2, 'Hee ' argueth' from theſe wr. 18.17. 
words, Tell-the Church, where hee would 
make It appeare; that by the:Church isnot 
 meant-the Senate of Elders excluding the Pag, © 
people yea hee ſaith; that inthiscircum- 
ſtance now1n conſideration, it comes nee- 
Ter the truth} to:expound the Church to be 
- the Biſhop, ſince neither Biſhops nar their 
Court-keepers, doe exclude the -people 
- from their confiſtories. - Sure I am,jn Scot> 
land, (let others (| peake: for themſelves ) 
-The Biſbops in theirviſtifations;high Com- 
"1:48 SEWER millions 
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* Cinwhich theypaſſed thei? degees): did 


| pron judgement, mightbee the 
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miffions, Priviexonforences . at: Synods 


exclude both £7 people, 'and the moſt 
partof th2miaiſters. Hethinkesira courſe 
unheard of either among Jewes, Gentiles, 


_ or Chriſtians, before this laſtage,that-pub- 


like judgements ſhould beprivathy exer- 

ciled; and without the -peoples privity, 

This (if at all to the poim) maſt bewn- 
derſtood, not of the finall execution, but 

of the judiciall:ſentence or decree. What 
then hall wee thinketharithe Senators at- 
Rome orthe Areopagites at Athens, did ne- 
ver conchade or degree any thidg; con- 
cerning' a publike j dgement, except in 
the” audience and pice of the people. 
The Judges mIfracl did fit in thegates of 
of the City, that all perſons bothpoore and 
rich, great and 'fmallyight have acceſſe 
urito'them'withtheircomplaints, and that: 


Fs pant brexemplary, beinggiven |; 
and promulgat. in the gates -+ This 
a goo _ that = Judges did debate, 
yoyoe, and conclude all matters in the 
publiſkke audience of the pe 


ople. It kppea- 
rethyacher thatchey were {0-apcoinadate. 
that they 


t doe” theſe things apart 
from the :imulkarade, It iis too! Muchifor 
him, toaflirme eftherthae the $ynagogues 
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were pliees' of divill” GidVentions” 
judgements,or that nothing wasin' 
nagogu<s decreed without th 
priv 


ity, w hife as hee hath given 
norevidence afall forit. © 
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Youneed hot, my Maſters be ſo curious 
in the notation of the name #«:ay#e, which. 
every ſmatteret in Divinity knoweth. But 
what ofit? you fay, the Elders (as fuch ) 
are called, to it, totheir office of Elder- 
ſhip, but called out they are nor, being 
themſelves to call out the Church. It is. 
true that the word ian noteth not only. 
a calling,or 6 gathering together, by ver- 
tue of vetb*#«a#%, but alſoa ſeparation by 
yertue of the particle i«. But [ fo pe1tisno 

Po | Vs + of JF1 | TIO. | | 
paradox to fay , that the Elders are both 
called or gatfered together uato the El1- 
derſhip, and called out or ſeparate from 
the reſt of the Church to that office. And 
it isas far from a Paradox to ſay that they 
who are called out cannot call our others, 
eſpecially the one calling out' being to an 
office,and the other calling out being from _ 
nature to grace. Fry 

He cannot think that the name, Eccleſia, 
Church, hath beenuſed by any Greek Au- 
thor before the' Apoſtles times, or in their 
_ dayes, orin the ageafterthem, for the: a(- 
ſetbly of ſole Governours in the a& of 
their goverament. I ſhall firſt give Inſtan- 
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it him. auſe, hee 
Al ers(a beſaid to 
be called out, 'The Dey pron 
51.2 29. xMundeurh, G.gth er Fa o me all the EL- 
ders. "Phe like y you Q, 1 Ring. 7. 8. I. 
1 Chron. 28.1 ori ee put bim1 1n DN and 
that the Septuggint ſometime turne K. hal 
by oiri06n), as Prov. 26,25. His wickedneſſt 
Pal be the emedb fore the whale Congregation, 
dey. "Andi 18 plain pes fame. of 
the Congrei Sn or C Git: given to 
the Elders,for that whichs Gd of the El- 
ders, Dent. 19. 12. Joſ.29- 4 js ſaid of the 
Congregation, Nap. 35 Q4- Toſ: 20. 6:80 
Exad 12. 3. comparedwith: verſe 21. "This 
if he wil not take : well from us, with. 
verſe 21, Thisif hee, will not take well 


SEATON Gude wito Sion; pag. 5.The place 
Dent .23. 1,243. is well warthy of obſerva- 
tion, It is ofdained that he who is woun-. 
dedin th* ſtones, or hath his | privy mem- 
ber cut. off, or is aBaſtard, oran Ammo- 
nite, or a Moabre, ſhall got enter into the 
Congregation ofthe Lon rothetenth ge- 
neration. The wordisKa in che] Hebrew, 
and *:#3nl«jn the verſic on of the 70. yet In- 
PINS, Piſeator, and Pelicanus ON that Place, | 
and 


c 
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and-Murrynon:iud:t1,1: hold thatby the: 
Church or: Congregationiin that-place is- 
meant:Corſeſs Tnidicum, the Court of Jud- 
gesand Rulers, which is called/The Congrt- 
gation of the mighty, Pſal.80;2. $0 that the 
true ſenſe of the place; 1s the ſecluding of 
thoſe perſons: from- bearing any office or- 
rule: in the Common-wealth of lſrael; 
whereby they.might be members of thoſe 
Courts which:-:did-repreſent. Ifrael: .The 
ſame ſenſe 15grven-by Lyranys, Cafetan,Ole- 
after, Toftatus,,and'Lorines. And:Which is. 
more to be thought ob;4inſworthhimſelfe 
expoundeth it {6,and further fheweth that: 

it cannot Beimeant.of joyning tothe faith 

and religion of Ifrael; orenteriog into the 

Church in thatreſpe&, becauſe Exod. 12. 

48, 49. Numiis..14,:15: Allfrangerswere: 

upon their cixcumoiſion admitted-into.the : 
Congregation of Hrael, to offer ſacrifices,” 

and by conſequence to enterinto the court 

of the Tabernacle, 'which- alſo appeareth 

from Lev 122118.Nwm 9:14. T he point be- 

img now cleared from the holy Scriptures, 

weſhal the leſſe need to trouble ourſelves: 

m:the iearch of prophane Authors ; yet 

Paſor findeth Demoſth:nes uſing the word: 

knxAngila pro concione magnatume © 

© As forghat common-exprefiion of Di- Pag, $O. 
vines, that the Elders are the Church re-. - 9 NEW 


'S 5 preſen- $39. 


(14), 
preſentative, | wee defire Hot to: wradngle: 
about names ;''ſo that the thing it ſelfe 
(which is the power.and- authortyof the 
Officers fiitirig and judgingapart fromthe 
people) be condefcended upon. Yet kt us 
{eenpon what grounds the-name of a re- 
preſentative Church is by this man ſo ſu- 
percilioufly rejected. * Firft, hee ſaith that 
nogodly, no nor reaſonable man will af- 
firme, that this repreſentation is to be ex- 
tended to any other as of religion, than 
theſe which are exerciſed in the gover- 
ing of the. Church.:: But quo warranto 2 
ſhalla man be both ungodly and unreafſo- 
nable, for affirming that:the:'Elders may 
_ andoughtto repreſent the Church where 
they ſerve, in preferring a petition to the 
King and the Parliament, fora'Reforma- 
tion, oriri bearing witneſle of the deſolate 
concition of the Pariſh through the want 
of aminiſtery, or in giving counſel to a Si- 
ſter Church, though theſe bee not acts of 
governing the Church. Well: beit, as he 
ſaith, what great abſurdity ſhall fellow ? 
then(forfooth) it appertains to the people = 
primarily and originally (under Chriſt) to 
rule and govern he Coreds, that 1s,them+ 
{c]ves. But who faith: be will ſo ſay of a 
- government not perſonall, but-publique, 
and inftituted as the Churches is. Surely, 
they 
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pte have the power originally or not. M 
is cherefote tic : re 


importeth,that the Church is in ſome ſort 
repreſented by the Senate of Blders. Se- 


condly,es wee ſay wee have ſeene a man, 


when haply wee have ſeetie nothing but 
his head, or his face which maketh him 


knowae- 


—_—— = 


His ſecond reaſon-hetaketh from the 
nature of repreſentations, allesgipg that if 
the Elders in their Conſiſtory repreſent = 
the Church, then whatſoever. they either 
Dn, decree 


(13 
decree or do agreeing to the Word of 
God, that #lfo the Church decreeth and 
doth, _ abſent, though ignorant, 
both what the thing is, and upon what 
grounds itis done by the Elders: and this 
how confonant it is to-Papifts implicit 
faith, he leaveth it to wiſe men to conf 
der, This argument is as much againſt the 
repreſentations of Kings and States by 
their Ambaſladours and Commiſſioners, 
it is againſtthe repreſentation of Churches 
by the Conſiftory of Elders, and fo all the 
wiſdome of Princes and States in their 
Embaſlages ſhall turne to implicit faith, 
becauſe according to this ground, what the 
repreſenting doth within the bounds of 
his Commiſhon,that the repreſented doth 
implicite. And now T ſhall leave to be con- 
ſidered by wiſe menthefe vaſt differen- 
ces betwixt the Papiſts implicit faith, and 
the caſe of our Churches governed by #1- 
derſhips. 1. The Church aſlenteth not to 
that which the Confiſtory of Elders de- 
creeth or doth, except it be agreeing to 
the Word of God, as the Reaſoner him- 
ſelfe faith : but there is no ſuch limitation 
inthe Papiſts implicit faith, 2. The Con- 
fiſtory. of Elders doth-not prefle any thing 
upon the Church, imperiouſfly, or by na- 
kediwil and authority withont any reaſon, 

: D as 
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as the Church of Rowe doth with thoſe 
from whom ſhe requireth implicit faith. 


3. The Papiſts know not what thoſe things 


be which they beleeve by implicit faith: ſo 
that fach a. faith 1s rightly called era ar- 
ticulorum fidei ignorantia, a meere igno- 
rance of the articlesof faith : but the de- 
crees of our Elderſhips whereunto our 
Churches do confent ., are made kno-vne 
unto them. 4. Our Churches are by the 
judgement of Chriſtian diſcretion to ex- 
amine ail things propounded unto them, 
even the decrees of the Elders, whereas 
Papiſts may not examine what the Church 
propoundeth or commandeth. 5. Papiſts 
by their 1mplicit faith beleeve whatſoever 
the Church beleeveth, becauſe they think 
the Thurch can not erre,but our Churches 
conceive not only their particular Elder- 
{h1ps, but cecumenicall councels to be ſub= 
Je to error. EE = 
Come we now to his third generall rea- 
ſon : whereby he laboureth to prove that 
the conſiſto;z1an courſe 1s contrary to the 
praCtiſe of the Apoltolick- Churches, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle, 1 Cor,5. writeth to the 
whole Church of Corizth toexcommuni- 
cate the inceſtuous man. And that by theſe 
words (when . you are come together) the 
whole Church is to be underſtood, he 36 
| vet 


(9) 


veth by three reaſons : the ſtrength of 
them all, we ſhall take together in one ar- 
gument thus. They among whom the forni- 
catoxr was, Who were puffed up when they 
ſhould have ſorrowed, and ont of the midſt of 
whom he was to be put, who had done that thing, 
to whom it appertained to purge ovt the 
old even, and to whom the Apoſtle wrote 
:29t to be commingled with fornicators or cs- 
vetous perſons, they were to be gathered to- 
gether into one,and to judge and excommu- 
nicate that inceſtuous perſon. 

But they among whom the fornicator 
was, &c. were not the Elders alone , but 
the whole Church, Ergo,&c. | 
_ Andnow whatſhall this diſputer ſay, if 
I cleave this his ſtrong argument with a 
wedge of his owntimber, thus, &c. 

If they among whom the fornicator 
wasy who were puffed up, when they 
ſhould have ſorrowed, and out of.the 
midſt of whom, &c. were to judge and 
excommunicate that inceſtuous perſon, 
'then women were to judge and excom- 
-municate him, and not men only. But the 
latter is abſurd, therefore ſo is the former. 
My propoſition he muſt either grant, or 

elſe 
be 


{ay that the inceſtuous man was not to 

put out of the midſt of women,and that 
the Apoſtle did not torbid womento be 
commingled with fornicators, My aflump- 
| D 2: tion 
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Gon is is own, Pag,24. where hetels us 


_ from1Cor-14.34,35- 1 Tim-2.12. that wo- 
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men are-debarred from liberty or right of 
voting m publick ecckefiaſticall marters. 
Then tet him ſee to the concluſion, 
Another proofe of the ſameiprimthe #d- 
deth from © Coy. 2. where he writeth to 
theſe ſame Corinthians toreceive pardon, 
and comfortthe penitent : which I might 
repel} in theſwme manner. But there 15a 
word in that ſame Chapter which may 
cleare the thrng, Verl. 6. Swffecrent to ſuch 
a man is this puniſhment(or cenfure) which 
was inflicted ofm ny. Winch many, if (as he 
ſaith 1nthe next pape)the Apoſtle had op- 
poſed to hitnſelfe atone , and not toall, 
then he faid butthehalfe of that which he 
meant to fay. He would have the Corin- 
throws to think tt enongh thatthe man had 
beene publickly cenfured by ſo many as 
were 1n ther Pregbyteric. Nowifhe had 
beene 'ctenſitred by the whole Church, it 
had been morefiand'emphaticellrohave 
{nid ern;,wred by af. Bat there is another 
ſ-nce which well firteth the place. Heinfu 
oblerveth that Tai; is one thing, 4rTXaiorcs 
another thing : the former noting thoſe 
Thift excccd in mymber 2 rhe fatter thoſe 
that me chefeindiprrry, wnd thatthere- 
fore the Apoffie when he {ſaith #3705 mrew- 
wy, wenneth the rulers and Elders of that 
| | Chucchs 


(21) 
Charch, ſothat the reading ſhall be this ,- 
Sufficient to ſuch « man, 5s this cenſure in- 
flifed of the chiefe. In the ſame fence ___ 
fortaketh the words .: which atſohe dotl 
Hluſtrate from Mat. 12-41. 42. ano CT 
greater then Tonah, n)ui0r Eonouinee;, agremter 
then Solnmom. 
- To condiade this cafe, the Apoltte asm 
other Epiſtles, ſo in this, doth ſometima; 


point a#t common duties belong! 


tO 
the whole Church, fomerime at thecha- 
ties of officers. That the whole Charck 
of Corinth (honld have ſorrowed for the 
inceftaous man, and that it was.a common 
duty to them, motto bevommingled with 


the nafruit /wll worker of darkneſſe, but rather 
to reprove them : Tnlike manner tcon- 
cerned them all tocomfort him beingpe- 
nitent. But as forthe judging,andexcom - 
manicating'ofhim, thatdid belong only 
tothe Presbytery of Corinth, and {oCalvin, 
Piſtabor.Pare us, nal many others expound 
the Apoſtles words. TY 


Ty:upontheoffender, is-not againſt us, but 
zgainft the prelaricall party, therefore [ 
paſle it, 


fornicators, and to have mo fellowſhip with Ephe!, 5.11. 


His digretfionto prove that che Apoſtle Pag.13- 
alone, didpogrve forth femtence judicia- 14+ 


What he all-ageth from 4. 1.6 6. &- P2g-15- 
14. For 'the Chnrches right of ſuffrage in [0.17.19 


the election of Officers, we-doe molt hear- 
S.” tily 
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tily aſſentunto it, with this diſtintion.that 
when the caſe 1s ſuch, as it was in the ex- 
awples alleaged, that is, when viſible po- 
liricall Churches are to be ere&ed, not ha - 
ving beene before, then the right of ſuf- 
frage in eleCtions, doth indeed belong to 
the whole body : And though this way 
of election were ordinary, it cannot prove 
that the people have the power of that 
authority in them, to which they ele& the 
officers : no more then the ZleCtors of the 
Emperour have in them power of the im- 
periall dignity, faith Bayzes, But now itis 
not ordinary, for when there is already a 
ſetled Ecclefiaſticall republike , or a 
Church with officers, the officers for the 
time being ought by their ſuffrages to elect 
the officers that are wanting, with the 
knowledge and conſent of the Church. 
Somewhat he demurreth upon A&. 15. 
for the vindication of which place, I refer 
my reader to the ſecond part of the for- 
mer Treatiſe, Chap.t- & 3. Neither ſhall 
I ſtay toexamine, by what Methodeither 
this diſcourſe or the other about eleQions, 
falleth into the proofe of his propoſition, 
concerning that part of the Elders office, 
Frag ſtandeth in the cenſuring of offen- 
EIS. 
. Hefalleth at laſt into his owne channell, 
concluding it to bee a thing moſt equall, 
that the whole Church, ſhould _ 
an 


(13) 


and undoubtedly take knowledge of the 


contumacy of the perſon, thatis to bee ex- 
communicated, & ofthe crime for which, 
and this we alſo ſay with him. 


One word I delire to have cleared: be- 


fore wee proceed. One of his grounds in 
his diſcourſe about eleCtions, 15 that the 
Church officers, as tiey are the ſervants of 
Chriſt Jeſus, fo alſo her ſervants for Jeſus 


ſay well, that they are not properly the 
ſervants ofthe Church, but of God,and of 
Chriſt : They arenot Lords of the Church 
neither, bu: Rulers, Guides, B:ſhops, and 
| Paſtors of the Church : yet not ſervants 

_ ofthe Churchexcept, objeFive, that is, the 
ſervants of Godin the Church, or for the 
Churches good. If this bee his meaning, it 
is well. ButI doubt he hath another mea- 
ning, and that is, that the Church doth 
o1ve the power ( which is-hers) unto her 
officers, as her ſervants to exerciſe itin her 
name: If this bee the matter, then let us 
marke with Bayzres, that the Church doth 
not virtually and out of power make an 
officer, but ſhee doth it in Stewardlike 
manner, miniſtring to the ſole Lord and 
maſter; of-the houſe, ſo that hee who is 
taken indoth not:his office in her name, 


butin hismaſtersname:as a Butler taken in 
by the Steward of the houſe,doth not ex- 
ecute his office inthe ſtewards name, but 
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ſake, 2-Cor. 4-5. The profeſſors of Leyder Synopſdift.49 


Diocefſ.:ryall 
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in 
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1nhis maſters, who only out of power did 
 conferre it on him, 


But now leſt any fhould conceive of 
him and thoſe ofhis fide, that they ether 
exerciſe amongft themſelves, or would 
thraft upon others any popular or demo- 
craticalt Church governement : therefore 
he defireth the Reader to make eſtimate, 
both of their judgement and pradtice in 
thts point, according totheſethree decla- 
rations. | 

Firſt he faith they beleeve, that theex- 
ternall Church governement underChriſt, 
is plainely ariſtocraticall and to'be adming- 
fired by ſome choyce men, although the 
ſtate bee aftera fort popular and demo- 
craticall, In reſpe& ofthe latter, heſanh 
it appertannes to the peoplefreely,to vate 
ineletions& judgements of the Church , 
in reſpe& of the former, that the Elders 
ought to governe the people; even in their 
votingtn juſt liberty, by propounding and 
ordering all things, and (after the voting 
of the Church) folemnly executing, either 
ordination: or excommunication. Behold 
how herunneth upon the rocke of popu- 
lar governement; even whiles he preten- 
deth to have his courſe another way: : God 
ſend us better pilots. I remember have 
readin ſundry placesof Bodin-derepwb.that 
theffate is oft times different from the go- 


ſtorian 
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fiſtorian makethnot only the ſtate, but the 
governement ofthe Church to:be demo- 
craticall, 8 thatin the ſuperlative degree, 
for the governement is democraticall, at 
leaſt compoſed of amixture of ariſtocracy, 
and'democracy ( which is the moſt that he 
dare {ay of che Church governement) 
where the people have the liberty of ele- 
ing their owne: officers and;rulers, and 
where the Senat ſo farre obſerveth the 
people, that they may not paſle the finall 
a&, in any matter of importance, without 
the krowledge and tacite.conſent of the 
people, though the people doenot vote 
inthe Senat, nay though the Senatdoe not 
vote in the hearing of the people. Now 
this ſeemeth not enough to thoſe with 
whom wee have now to doe. They will 
have. the people freely to vote in all judge- 
aoents of the Church. And what is that, but 


the very exerciſe. of juristdiction by the ,, wl. cccle. li. 
people, which isthe democracy of Movel- ;. cap.7. 


I;ys condemned by Parker .himſelfe, who 
maketh the exerciſc of eccleſiaſticall po- 
wer proper tothe Rulers of the Church, 
though he placeth the powerit ſelfe origi- 
nally mthe whole Church. Let irfarther 
be obſerved, what difference theſe men 
make betwixt the Elders and the p-ople 
inthe governement ofthe Church : That 
which they make proper to th- El-jers ig 
only: the -propounding and ordering of 
matters, and the excuting of foine {9« 

E lemne 


(26) 
lemne a& in n»me of the Church: This is. 
no more then belongeth to the moderator 
or Pages in any confiſtory, But they will 
have the matter to bee determined aceor- 
ding tothe moſt voycesof the people. And 
fo the new forme of Church governement 
which is here {aid before us, is a mere de= 
macracy with many moderators, which is 
the moſt monſtrous governement that 
ever washeard of, 

His ſecond declaration 15, that the El- 
(Yers May and ought at times to meet apart 
from the body of the Church, for dehbe- 
ration. This if ' hee meane only of that 
which hee ſpecifi-th, the preparing of 
things ſo as publik-1y,and before the peo» 
ple, they may bee proſecuted with moſt 
convenichcy . It is no more then what 
many require in moderators of Synods; to 
whom they think fit, that ſome Afſefiors, 
or Coadjutors be adjoyned for delibera- 
ting in private, upon-the moſt orderly.and 
convenient- proſecuting. of purpoſes in 
publike : which as it hindereth not the 
governement of Synods to be ariſtocrati- 
call ; fo-neither doth the deliberationaf 
the Elders in private, hinder the goyeme- 
ment now in queſtion tobe demecraticall. 
But if be meane generally, that the Elders 
may deliberate apart upon everything 
whatſoever, which istobe voyoed hyithe 
people; then Lake by what reaſon dovh 


| hee 
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he.ſeclade fiom the” deliberations theſe 
who are to voice ? for to-give being: nd 
force to an Ecclehiaſticall decree by voy- 
cing, 19 more than to deliberate uport tt, 
whence it is that Papiſts give to Prefbyters 
a deliberative voice if Councels, but not a 
deciſive voice, and we alfo permit any un- 
derftanding godly man to propound a 
matrer- to 2 Synod, or to reaſon upon it, 
mo have power of ſaffrage but 
the Commifltoners of Churches; So that 
he had: greater reaſon to ſeclude the peo* 
ple from the voyces,than from the delibe- 
rations. ' 


His third declaration comes laſt, and Pag,24- 


thatis that by the people whole right in 
voting they thus ſtand for,they underſtand 
not women ard chitdren, but only men, 
&nt thergrowen, and of diſcretion. Be- 
fore hee did\ object to us that neither in 
Scripture nor inGreeke Authors, the name 
Church is uſe for the aflembly of fole Go- 
vernoan: antto this l fuppoſe did give 
a ſatisfaCtory anſwer. But good Sir be plea- 
fed mutually'to refolve us where you have 
read in Scriptyre,or in Greek Authors the 
name'Church(ferting aſide all repreſenta- 
tives of Churches and Aſſemblies of ſole 
Governors) uſed for men alone, and them 
growen and of difcretton, fecluding wo- 
men-and children : for now[ ſee your re- 
ſerve Glofit rpon thoſe' words Fell'the 
wt "2 Church : 


(28) 
Church : Tel all the men in the Puriſh that are. 
growne and of diſcretion, you mult not take 
ſo much upon you ,. as to expound that. 
Text by a Synecdoche, which none that 
ever wrote upon it befpre your ſelves did. 
imagine, and yet challenge us for expoun- 
ding it by another Synecdoche, following 
Ch:yſoſtome , Buthymins, Faber Stapulenſis, 
arzd many late Interpreters, who under- 
{ſtand by Church in that place, the Rulers, 
of the Church, which are the nobleſt part 
of the Church. I ſball ſhut up this point 


Comment, in with the words of Hyperivs, who ſaith that 


I Core544, 


we muſt not underſtand by the Church the 
whole multitade, Sed potizs deleFos &c. 
But rather certaine choice Elders, noted for 


. their learning and godlineſſe, 1n whoje power 


the Chu: ch will have to- bee the judgement; in 
ſuth like cauſes, which is praved from that, that 
Matth. 18. afier it was ſaid, Tell the Church,it 
3 added; where two or three are gathered to= 
gether in my name, there.avs 1. in the midſt of 
them. And 2 Cor. 2. .he faith, Sufficient is 
this cenſure infliged by many. - 

We have now done with.the, Elderſhips 
ot particular Churches, but there is ano- 
ther blow which | perceive 1s intended a= 
gainſt claflicall Prefbyteries and Synods 
provincial and nationa],for the due power 
by. which my oppoſite would have the 
Church to be governed, hee 1zyeth before 
vs1n this Allerton, that every particular 45- 
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ffbleChnrch hathfrom Ohrift abſolute and intire 
power fo exerciſe inandof her ſelfe, eveny-0r- . 
. dinance of God, and ſo 38 att independent body, 
not ſtanding under :ny other Eccleſtaſticall an- 
thoriy outof it ſel;e.. And this he will prove 
by ten Arguments: but Ifhallnot need to- 
multiply anſwers; as hee'doth arguinents, 
becauie many of them are coincident. The 
_ firſt, third,fourth,and {ixth, doe all hit up- 
on the ſame ſtring. The firſt isthus: it thoſe Pag,26. 
Churches, planted by the Apoſtolique-in- 
ſtitation, had power fully 10 themſelves 
imiamediatlyfrom Chriſt to practiſe all his. 
ordinances: Then have al! Churches the 
like power now. -But the firſtis true,Ergo- Pag.28. 
The third thus > Whatſoever was com- 
manged by the ſeven Churches to be pra- 
tiſed by each of.them, apart, in and for 
themſelves, that no:Church of God muſt 
now omit. But Eccleſtaſticall government 
was commanded to the ſeven Churches to 
bee practiſed by each of them. &c. The 
fourth thas:; If the*Charch of Cor:eth had Pag.28, 
power and authority within her ſelfe to > 9. 
exerciſe Eccleſiaſticall G:vernments then 
ought not particular Congregations now 
to ſtand under any other Ecclefiaſtical au- 
thority.out of th:mſclves. But the firſt is 
true, Ergo. T he (ixth thus. If the Apoſtle Pag.3o. 
gave. commandement- unto the Elderſhip 
of Epheſus for the whole admimiſtration of 
alt, ordinances 1n that-Church : then.may 
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the Eiderſhip.of every partjculas.congre+ 
gation, adminiſter among themſclves all 
Gods ordinances.But the firſtis true, Ergo, 
Now for anſwer to theſe: Firſty] limply 
deny the connexion of the propoſition: of. 
the fourth argument, becauſe it argueth & 
gerere ad ſpeciem affirmative, from the exer- 
cifing of : ccleſiattical Government,to the 
exerciſing of it independently. Neither 
hath hee ſaid any thing for proofe hereof 
Next,the Reader will eaftly percevve, that 
both in the firſt and (ixth Argument tis ct- 
tations in proofe both of the propoſitions 
«nd aſſumptions, have not fo much as the 
leaſt colour of pertinency, and farre lefle 
of proofe. In both theſe arguments, when 
he would prove the propotition, he ſpea- 
keth tothe aſlumptio, & contrariwiſe. But 
theſe things I delight not to.infiſt upon : 
only I ſhall give two Diſtinctions, any one 
of which, much more both of them ſhall 
make theſe argumentswholly improfita- 
__ bleunto him: Firſt, I diſtmuguiſhhig pro» 
poſitions. That power & authority which 
the Church of Corinth, the ſeven Chur- 
ches of Aſia, and other Apoftolicall Chur- 
ches had toexerciſe Eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment/1n and for themſelves, the like have 
all Churches now which are of the like 
frame and condition : but the moſt part of 
ks Churchesnow are of adifferent 
frame and conditionfrom the Apoſtolique 
2 nd Churches, 


- 
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churcNks, and ſahaye not ſach fulneflevt power 
as they had, Put the caſe that the Apoſtolick 
| Churches were no greater ther might and did or- 
dinarily. sflemble together intoonse place forthe 
worſhip of (6d, yet- ſince by reaſon of the trou- 
bles of thoſe times {which ſuffered not the Chri- 
ſtians to ſpread themſt}yes abroad all the coun- 
trey over, but confined them within Cities and 
fafe- places): thoſe Chuzches were not planted'fo 
thick and nears togetheryas that they. might have 
the conveniency of Synodical conſoctationthence 
it appeareth that they might do many things in 
and bythemſelves, which particular Conpgrepati- 
ons: now having the convenienty of cbaſociation 
with neighbour Churches, ought not todo inand 
by themſelves. But this I have {aid gratis, having 
in my former Treatiſe at length declared that the 
Apoſtolick Churches (at kaſtthemoſtand prive- 
cipall of them) were-greater then conld atlemble 
ordinarily 1n one place of worthip, and that they 
were {crved withſundry both Paſtorsand Elders, 
& that therefore our Parochiall Churches ought 


not' to be (in reſpeft of the points inqueſtion) 


compared with their Churches, nor our Parochiall 
Presbyteries with their Presbyteries, . 

The ſecond diſtinction which I have to pro- 
pound is concerningjthe aſſumptions of the argu 
ments now in hand. The Apyſtalick Churches 
did indeed ordinarily exerciſe Ecolefiaſticall go- 
vernment and all the ordinances of Chriſt, in and 
for themſelves, yet-ſothat when the occaſion of a 
Synode did: occurre for deterinining a.queſtion 
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Pag.29. ' 


which was too hard for particylat Chnrctf%s, and ' 
wa$aJſocommon to many Churches, in that caſe 
they did ſubmit themſelves tothe authority of 
heSynod. Which hath alſo before beene made 
plaine-from Ad, 15:'To'pratti{c all the ordinan- 
ces of God in aChurch 1s one thing, and to pra- 
Ciiſe them independantly ſoasnev.rtobe ſubjet 
to the authority ofa Synod;/jisanuther thing. My 
antagoniſt doth after takeiit fir granted '& faith, 
thatiull learncd men have granted; thatths Churah- 
es of. the Apoſtclick conſtitution were.indepen- 
dant bodies. Put whence are you Sir that would 
make yourReader belceve there arenolearned_ 
men 1h the Churches of Scotland, France, the low- 
cguntries ; and the':other reformed Churches 
whnch havetthe govern-ment of 'Presbyteries and 
Synods, conceiving it to be moſt agreeable to the 
Apoſtohicall patterne 2 Have you put out of the 
category of:learned' men all Proteſtant writers 
who tmthe controverſies about Councels diſpute 
againſt Papifts from A&s 15.2. Why did you not 
amongallyoutmpertinehtallepations,cite ſame 
faw of thoſe learned men who grant the Apoſto- 
lick Churches to have been independanit bodies ? 
But we muſt heare what more you have to ſay. 
Yourfirſt eight and tenne arpuments arein like 
manner! / coincident! . The 'firſt:-youtrame thus. 
Suchactions the: Church may lawtully do where- 
in no law of God 1s brokeni'But'there 1s no law 
of God'broken, when particular.Churches doin 
and among themſelves exerciſe al Gods ordivan? | 
ces. ' Ergo. Theeight thus. 'Whatſoever governe? 
PTE ment 
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ment cannot be ford eommianded in the written es 
Word of God;ought not to have any place in the Z 
Church of God. But the Government of Presby- 
teries and Synods over many particular congre- 
gations cannot be found commanded, &c. The Pag,34- 
tenth thus. It is afinne againſt God to adde any - 
thing to that forme and manner of ordering 
Churches which Chriſt hath ſet forth in the new 
Teſtament, But to fubjeCt particular congregati- 
ons under any other Eccleſiaſtical! authority out 
of themſelves, is to adde, &c. 
Now the word idepexdaxtly muſt be added to 
the aſlumption of the firſt argument, elſe it can- 
not conclude what he affirmes and we deny : for «1 
there 13 no queſtion bur particular Churches may "6 
exerciſe in and among them ſelves all Gods ordi- 
nances 1n thoſe caſes and with thoſe diſtinctions 
which'l have ſpoken of before. part 2.chap.2. This 
being cleared I deny the aſſumption in all theſe 
three arguments. Texpected proofe for it, but he 
hath given none, except thatit cannot for ſhame 
be denied. I had thought it rather a ſhameful 
thing for a writer to'trouble his Reader with ar- SynopC.dyp.49: 
guments which he cannot make good. But what T"-19-<x-0p. 
ſaith he to the profeſſors of Leydex who hold the *700 
inftitugon of Synods not to be humane, but di- 
vine, wi they prove from Mat.18.& A@.15.Nay 
what 15 more ordinary in Proteftant writers then 
the applying of thoſe words,}here two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am Tin the midſt 
of them, unto Synods and Councels 3 and hence 
they condemne the popiſh Councels, in fomuch 
that Bearmin, Salmeron, and: other Jeſuits have 
i thiscontradifted allour writers, telling us (as 
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gaine that Chriſtin Mat.18.meaneth indeed ſome 
oe TEST ſort. & 


T3993 ” _ IDOL EO 1 Lads "9 b eos toe” Pets 1 7.6 2+ 7 F . 0 R rc "—»" "3 be 
R : n T_—_ 7'y a : 0 & be ans: > p TR 1 ns xd f q p IS 0 PITS wt } ARG 5:08 
”. 1 2 <6 ET BS IMS oe WELLS” \ 4 o 7.39 ” » > {6 ” * 7 wy. 
+ 
. 
”. 
. 
( ) | 
? A 


theſe men doe) that our Saviour meaneth not of 
Councels in theſe words. Moreover that com- 
mandement whereby we ſtand obliged to fol- 
low the example both of the Jewiſh Church in 
the Old Teſtament, and of the Apoſtolicall 
Churches in the New Teſtament , in ſuch things 
asthey had not for any ſpeciall reaſon which doth 
not concerne us, 13 tranſgrefſed by the withdraws- 
ing of Congregations from fubjeCtion unte Sy- 
nods. Of which things I have ſaid enough be- 
fore, It is now but a poore begging of that, which 
13inqueſtion, to object that. the governement of 
Presbyteries and Synods hath no warrant from 
the Word of God. | 

Come we then to examine his other Arguments. 
His ſecond he compoſeth thus. It Chriſt in Mat. 
18.17. where he ſaith, Tel the Charch,doth mean 


a particular Congregation : then hathevery par- 


ticular Congregation anintire power in and of it 
ſelfeto exerciſe Ecclefiaſticall governement,and 
all other Gods ſpirituall ordinances. But the firſt 
is true. Ergo, for the propoſition he citeth ſome 
Writers-who do not ſpeak of ſuch a connexion as 
he had to prove. The aſſumption he proveth thus. 
That Church which Chriſt intendeth in Matth.18. 
hath abſolute power in and oft ſelfe to perform 
all Gods ordinances. But Chriſt intendeth in Mat. 
18. a particular Congregation. Therefore every 
particular Congregation hath abſolute power,&c. 
How bravely doth he conclude the point? SpeFa- 
tum admil(ſt riſum teneatis amici, We will not exa- 
mine our.examinators logick : we know what he 
would ſay : and we would have him to know a- 
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ſortof a particularCongregation, but neither on By 
ly nor independantly. Nay he meaneth all the 
Confiſtories of the Church higher and lower re- 
ſpeCtively, as Parker conceiveth , whoſe words 
have before ſet down:and to this ſenſe the thre:d 
ofthe text doth leade us, foras in the preceding 
words there is a gradation from one to twoor 
three more, then to the Church, ſos there a gr: 
_ dation (by the like order and reaſon) in the Con- 
| fiſtories ofthe Church.Toſtat#s upon this place ac- 
knowledgeth that Di# Eccleſie reacheth as far as 
to an eecumenicall Counce]!, when particular 
Churches erre in their determinations, or when 
the cauſe is common to all the Churches, for ex- 
ample,when the Pope is to be condemned. 

His ſeventh argument followes in my order, Pag. 31. 
and it runneth after this manner. Such offices and 
callings- without which the Church of God 1s co- 
pleat and perfeGt for government,are ſuperfluous 
and humane.But the Church of God may be com- 
pleat & perfect for government, without Presby- 
teriall and Synodicall offices and callings, Ergo. I 
anſwer by a diſtindtion. Such offices and callings 
without which the Church of God are according 
to the courſe of Gods ordinary providence, or at 
all times and in all caſes, perfeft and compleat for 
government,are indeed ſuperfluous and humane. 
But that ſuch offices and callings without which 
the Church by the abſolute power of God orat 
ſome times & in ſome caſes is perfet & compleat, 
are ſuperfluous & humane, we utterly deny. Now 

for the point of Synods I ſhall produce no other 
witneſſes then thoſe whichthis Diſputer here ta- 


*% Ns 
- % J 
_— 
*-% - 4 ® "IM " ot » on; 
Ok of we *.. =, 5 - F " L 7 - 


Re 


” = Mil. Eccle. Conncels that Secundum ordineriam providentiane 
” 399813" necefſaria ſunt ed bonam eccleſse gubernationems : ac- | 
cording to ordinary providence they are neceſſary for 
the well governing of the Church. Parker acknow- 
ledgeth Synods to be ſometime neceſlary in the 
Church,and he givethexample of the Councell of 
Nice, withoat which the evil of the Church in the 
daies of Conſtantine could not have bin remedied. 
Pag.33- Theninth Argument remaineth,which is this. 
That government which meerly t:ndethunto the 
taking away from particular Congregations,their 
due power ts unlawfull. But the governm-nt of 
Presbyteries and Synods (as they now are) :loth 
meerly tend unto the taking away from particu- 
lar Congregations their due power. E-g9.1 d14 ex- 
pect ſome ſtrong proofe for the a{lumprtion of 
this argument, but we muſt take it as 1t18. Hetels 
us out of Maſter Barlow, that no man under 
the degree of a Prophet or an Apoſtle may 
preſcribe Gods Church and children pitternes, 
Our Synods are further from preſcribing patt-rns 
either of worſhip or Church tovernment than 
himſelfe is. The patrerne and whole manner of 
Church government 15 ſet down 19 the Scripture, 
thole circumſiaces excepted which are common 
to the Church with the Cxmmon=wealth,and are 
therefore determinable by natures light. Synods 
may not pr:-\cribe new patterns,no more may par- 
ticular Churches: but Synods may in common 
couſes, and extraordinarily preſcnbe unto parti- 
cular churches, ſuch things as particular churches 
may 1n particular cauſcs and ordinarily preſcribe 
to their-owne members. If he will beleeve Parker 
(whom he thinks his owne) the authority which —þ 
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particular Churches have ſeverally is notloſt, but ,. pol. eceLlib, - 
augmented when they are joyned together in Sy- 3:c 13.p124. 
nods. But we have before abundantly declared 
how Preſbyteriall 8& Synodical government'doth 
not atall prejudgethe rights of congregations. As 
for that which here he addeth by way of ſuppoi- 
tion, putting the caſe that Preſbyteries & Synods 

| will not permit a congregation to rejetſome c6- 
victed hereticks, nor to chuſe any, except unfit 
Miniſters, this 1s juſt as if one ſhould abje& a- 
gainſt Parliaments,that (as they are now) they do 
meerly tend to the taking away of the right an1 
liberty of the ſubject,and then for proofe ſhould 
put the caſe, that Parliaments will protect and 
maintaine Monopoliſts, Projectorers,&c. 

| Now in this drove of arguments, the drover hath Pag-35: 
ſer ſome like the weake of the flock to follow up 
behind, The firſt two are blind, andſee not where 
they are going : for it maketh nothing againſt us, 
either that the Elderſhip of one congregation, 
hath not authority over the Elderfhip of another 
congregation, or that a miniſter ſhould not un- 
dertake the care of more Churches then one. 
His third, that preſbyteriall powerisnever menti- Ib. p. 1 24, 
oned in the Scripture, is a begging of the thing in 
queſtion,& is anſwered before; yet Imuſt put him 
again in mind of Parker, who ſpeaking of churches 
ſaith-Legitu- in Scripturis de conjunCta earit autfort- 
tate.quando in Synodis congregantur. We readin their 
Scrivtares of therr joyt authority, when they are ga- 
thered together nto Synods.But there 15 a ſpeech of 
Zuinglins againſt repreſentative Churches, which 
hemay not omit-Zxi-g:345 doth indeed juſtly aske 
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« the name of a repreſentative Church, 8& whoha cn 


given them power to make Canons &c, yet hee 

AA.8.expla. © addeth,de his auntaxat Oc. jpeakof thee only that 

'.  areſucb,others who por rogageent under not above the 
Scriptures, mywritings ſhall nothing prejudee. 

Pag. 36- Inthe fourth place he objeQeth,that whoſoever 
ſhall deny their aſſertion , muſt hold two diſtin& 
formes of Church government to be Jawfull, one 
where particular congregations do in & of them- 

Supra.cap.z: ſelves exerciſe all Gods ordinances ; the other 
where they ſtand under another eccleſiaſticall au- 
thority out of themſelves. Lanſwerit is moſt law- 
full for particular congregations1n and of them- 
ſelves to exerciſe all Gods ordinances, according 
to the diſtinCtions & rules above mentioned :but 
this1snot repugnant totheir ſtanding, underthe 
authority-of presbyteries & Synods, for which Jet 
us againe heare a tender friend of congregations. 

Parker ubi ſu. Major quiders poteſt as eſt Synodi quam mins alicujus 

pra Eccleſie prime, © parochialjs 3 But goe we along. 

Pag.129, His firſt argument is,that for this reaſon, among 

others the learned fay the Pope is Antichriſt, vis. 
becauſe he will have men to appeale from their 
owne Churches-unto him, and to ſtand unto 
his ſentence and decree : and doe not the pres- 
byteriall aſſemblies & Synods,take upon them an 
authority much like to it. Soft my maſter, Soft. 
Canno lefle ſerve you, then to match our Church 
WE rnen et with the papall uſurpations. 2. I ſhall 

eſeech you toremember, 1.T he Pope is one and 
receiveth appellations monarchinally : a Synod 
conſiſteth of many, & receiveth appellations art- 
ſtocratically: 2. The Pope receiveth appellations 
from ather nations beyond Sea : presbiteriesand 
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| Synods not ſo.3. The Pope will have his ſentscere- » 
ceived as infallible-presbyteries & ſynodsacknow- = 
ledge themſelves ſubjet toerror, 4. The Pope ac- 
knowledgeth neither the Elders,nor the Elderſhips 
of congregations: which Presbyteries & Synods do. 
5- The Pope acknowledeth no power eccleſiaſti- 
call on earth, except what 1s ſubje@ to him, yea de- 
rived from him-and who will ay ſo of Presbyteries 
& Synods. 6. The Pope receiveth appellations in 
other cauſes then eccleſiaſticall : Presbyteries and 
Synodsnot fo, 7. Synods are made up of the Com- 
miflioners of Church =s: The Pope neither hath:any 
comiftion himſelfe from the Churches, nor will ad- 
mit the Commiſſioners of Churches,to fit in judge- 
ment with him.'8.Synods when they receive appel- 
lations,axe tyed to certaine rules of proceeding and 
judging,eſpecially the Scripture. The Pope maketh 
his power boundleſſe, and exalteth himſelfe, above 
the'very:Scripture. There ſhall be no end;exceptl 
ſtop in time. And what need I to make ſo many 
differences betwixt light and darkneſle. ; 

A ſixth argument we ſhall now have, what more 
- meet and reaſonable ſaith he,then that every mans 
_ caſebe there heard & determined, where the fault 
was comitted.If this rule hold the the Parliamet or 
privy Councell, ought to go to every remote coun- 
ty & corner of the kingdom?, to judge of ſuch 
faultsthere comitted,as are proper for the tojudg. 
His 7,8.10.11.arguments muſt be gone with ſilence, Pag.37-38 
for they run upon the robbing of congregationsof 
their right, the exerciſing ofeccleſiaſticall govern- 
ment, 1n all the apoſtolique Churches, &.our accor- 
ing with Papiſts & the Hierarchy. All which obje- 4 
Ctions have been before repdlled; & it-is fomewhat _ — 
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pretty-a#t-indeed- : hke that of the young lJogician 
who would needs prove, that the foure egzupon 
the table wete five, becauſe two & three make hve. 
- Inthis ſecond clauſe -of arpuments there 45 only 
one behind;and that is, that by the titles given toall 
particularcdgregations, vis a kingdome, a family, a 
body,a Queen &c 1t appeareth that all eccleſiaſtical 
anQority, ought to be in every one of thediſtin&- 
ly, wholly, entirely. Where et the reader obſerve, 
thathe maketh the meaning of that place Met. 3.2. 
the kingdome of God is at hand, to be this, apertionlar 
congregatianis at hand;a)ſo that keexpoundeth Eph. 
2.19: & Pſ.45, ofa particular. cungregation, which 
are meant of the holy Catholike Church. Butfay 
that every particular congregarion: 1s a kin 5 Omez 
a family, a body, 4 Qyeecne, how proveth. te that 
theſe names doe agtece toevery congregation in re» 
fpett of herexternall policy, or eccleſiaſticall go- 
vernment. Nay:ſay they, doe agree in this reſpe&, 
_ yetina thouſand examipleg itiso be ſeen, that one 
and the ſamething_ is bothza1uws 8 pars;the whole, | 
&the part, in different reſpe&ts. W hereof wethave 
alſo ſpoken in the former treatie. — X 
He conchudeth,that by this time he doth ſuppoſe 

the reader perceiveth, that the Scriptures are every 
way forthem,and againſtthe Presbyteriallgovern- 

_ ement, you-ſhall doe well Sir:tothinke better upon 
it; yowhave it yet to-prove : Therefore-goe to your 
ſecond' thoughts, and examine with me your not 
xpaaratccdly examination, Farewell; = 
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